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LIVING [SLAM INFA FAMILY

-

Make home a place for the family to worship Allah

, lf'q‘v‘ [~ Make your homes become lively during prayer times ]

*Engagein frequent Quranrecitation and remembrance of Allah

Keep Satan out of the house

» Say the salutation of “Assalamu Alaikum” when entering a house

+Say LY 38Ny oY Al 2o S8 g A aew (In the name of Allah, |

put my trustin Allah, there is no help and no strength exceptin
-

Allah),” when exiting a house
+Recite Surah Al-Bagarain the house

I ;.\ ﬂ Let respect, kindness and trust rule a family’s affairs

8 & [+Avoid disputes and argumentation
3% U Uphold the trust of family members and their matters

Foster a culture of Islamic learning and knowledge

9 P, /‘ S *EngageinIslamic learning sessions
; ,,\' +Discuss and be aware of matters of halal and haram
/N +Instill the love of Islamic literature and books

6 Make family decisions through mutual consultation
& : {3 *Involve the family in critical decisions and problem solving
': « Avoid blame by staying focused on devising solutions

G _’.:_‘,.-;’__‘ e

Fulfill responsibilities toward other family members
6 [ {- Learn therights of each of the family members ]

« Fulfill the rights of others and don’t take them for granted

Collected by : Inamul Islam
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Challenges facing the Indian Judiciary

It is a matter of great honour to be invited
to deliver this oration on this very contemporaneous
topic "Challenges facing the Indian Judiciary". Let
me begin by complimenting the family of Justice
ShafiqulHaque in taking up the initiative of carrying
forward the legacy of late Justice Haque and keeping
his memories alive. In particular, the decision to
create a website which can be accessed by law
researchers and academics with their presentations is
commendable.

Let me now come to the topic of today's
talk, namely, 'Challenges facing the Indian Judiciary'.
It is a well-chosen topic; focused, relevant and as I
have already said highly contemporaneous. The
topic of the day, indeed, is a fitting tribute to the
memory of the man in whose name this oration has
been organized. I know a fair section of the august
audience present here today is from a non-legal
background. I will, therefore, do my best to be
understood by you and avoid using legal jargons and
expressions.

A free and impartial judiciary is a basic
feature of the Constitution. Concomitant with the
concept of a free judiciary is an efficient, responsive
and result oriented judicial system. On 24th of
March, 2015, the Delhi Edition of the two
Newspapers Hindu and Indian Express carried two

Justice Ranjan Gogoi
Judge, Supreme Court of India

editorial columns on a
common event. Of the
titles/headings given by
the two Newspapers
the one in Hindu is
more  eye-catching.
The title of the editorial
column is "disquieting
Both the
editorial columns goes on to record an incident of
22nd of May, 1987 when the members of the
Provincial Assam Constabulary rounded about 50
persons from Hasimpur, a settlement near Meerut in
U.P. and allegedly shot 42 of them before dumping
their bodies in the nearby canals. Nearly 28 years
later, a Sessions Court pronounced no one guilty.
The editorial in the Indian Express goes on to recite
that it took 9 years to file a charge-sheet in the case
and after 15 years the trial was shifted to Delhi.
After 19 years of the incident the first prosecution
witness was examined and nearly after 3 decades,
the Court found insufficient evidence against the
accused. The newspaper goes on to ask if those 16
did not murder the men from Hasimpur then who

injustice".

did. The editorial comments have been charitable
to the judiciary; the blame is cast on defective
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investigation. But to me the implications are

obvious.

Let me recite another uncomplimentary
fact. This is in the World Bank Report of 2015
wherein India is ranked as 142 out of 189 countries
on the World Bank Index of "Ease of doing
business" for the year 2014. India, in fact, has
slipped two ranks from 2013. The Report cites the
large pendency of cases in the Indian courts and
non-implementation of judicial reforms as the basic
reason for the low index of the Indian Judicial
system. Economies that make resolution of
commercial disputes simpler, faster and less
expensive and judicial systems that provide for
specialized commercial courts or divisions and offers
avenues of commercial arbitration have been given
precedence. It is heartening to know that on 25th
March, 2015 the Delhi High Court became the first
Court in the country to set up dedicated commercial
divisions to hear matters relating to IPR, Arbitration,
Insurance, Banking, Taxation and Company cases
etc. The High Court also designated 11 courts of
civil judges, one in each of the eleven districts of

NCR of Delhi to deal with commercial disputes.

The official figures of pendency of cases in
India are something like this. 65,970 cases in the
Supreme Court; 44 lakh cases before the 24 High
Courts in the country and almost 3 crores cases are
pending in the subordinate courts. The figures as
projected are not very accurate. But even the
accurate figures are not very complimentary.

A litigant comes to court with the
expectation of being told what his rights are under
the law. The sooner we do it the better it is for all
concerned. But there are reasons for judicial delays
which need to be noticed and understood not as
justifications but for the purpose of addressing the
same; to reflect on the necessity of changes so as to

make the current Justice Delivery System more result
oriented and effective. I will come to this a little
later but let me highlight some other basic facts which
would be relevant in this regard.

The Law Commission of India had
recommended in the year 1987 that in India the
judge population ratio, which was around 10 judges
per million population, should be increased to 50 by
the year 1992 and to 107 judges to a million persons
by the year 2000. We are still about 14 to a million
population in the country, a mere increase of 4
judges since the Law Commission had submitted its
Report in the year 1987 which is more than a quarter
century back.

Yes, have more judges and courts. By all
means. But then what about the large number of
posts that remain vacant even as on date. Today, in
the 24 High Courts of the country there are almost
265 seats vacant out of a total of 900. Similarly,
against the sanctioned strength of roughly about
19,000 judges in the district level judiciary all over
the country more than 4000 posts are lying vacant.
It is estimated that by 2040 the number of cases in
the Indian courts would reach a figure of 15 crores
(presently 3 crores) requiring about 75,000 courts.
Assuming the State is able to meet the additional
financial burden, though I have my serious doubts on
this score, are we in a position to find the requisite
manpower to man these large number of courts
when as on today we are unable even to fill up what
appears to be an alarmingly low number of courts
that are currently available. This, to my mind, is the
biggest challenge of the Indian judiciary. A Judge to
whom the prince and the pauper equally turns for
dispensation of justice must be a man of outstanding
ability and merit coupled with the highest level of
integrity. Where do we get this commodity?

We will, therefore, have to tackle the
problem with what is available. The judiciary must
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adopt methods that would lead to optimum utilization
of available manpower and infrastructural resources.

In many jurisdictions across the globe you
cannot come to the courts straightaway. Pre-trial
processing of claims of prospective litigants and
efforts to iron out and settle claims and counter
claims even before coming to Court is an established
reality. Resort to the court system is permissible
only in exceptional situations; such situations are
judged by the intrinsic merit of the adversarial claims.
Once a matter reaches the court a very strict regime
of procedure and dates that permit little flexibility
will govern the manner of dealing with the case.
Adjournments are almost unheard of because on any
given day a Judge has only that many cases that he
can comfortably handle.

Compared to the above what we have in
India is a virtual free for all. Take a civil suit or a
criminal complaint. Anybody can file a case. Once
a case is filed, however frivolous it may be, it will be
registered and will remain pending for some time and
its further continuance will be determined only after
adherence to certain procedures that inevitably take
time. Section 89 of the Civil Procedure Code which
came about in the year 2002 provides for out of
court settlements. However, the process under
Section 89 is only after a case is registered and the
matter has advanced to a certain level i.e. settlement
of issues. What happens, therefore, is that deserving
cases including commercial disputes which require
resolutions with utmost expedition get delayed and
at times heavily delayed due to the pressure of
frivolous, vexatious and meaningless litigations. I will
give you an example. After Subroto Roy of Sahara
was sent to jail by the Supreme Court, repeated
applications were filed for his release along with an
application that the judges who had incarcerated
Subroto Roy should not deal with the matter
anymore. In its order reported in (2014) 8 SCC

470 while dealing with the matter the Supreme Court
noted that till the date of the said order the Sahara
case had consumed almost 83 full working days of
the Supreme Court apart from hundred and hundred
of judge hours consumed in preparation of the
various judgments and orders passed from time to
time in the case. You may know that we write our
judgments mostly beyond judicial hours and at home.
My colleague Justice Khehar who wrote the
judgment had observed that our judicial system is
grossly invaded by frivolous litigation and that ways
and means have to be evolved in order to deter
litigants from their compulsive obsession towards ill-
conceived claims. The learned Judge also made a
suggestion to the legislature for introduction of a
code of compulsory costs wherein costs would be
imposed on litigants who initiate and continue
senseless litigations. Such costs could be made very
very pinching to act as a deterrent.

The Indian legal system can take pride in
the refinements that the country's procedural and
substantive jurisprudence, both in civil and criminal
cases, have reached. But what needs to be
pondered is whether their current form and structure
constitute an obstacle to a result oriented legal
system. According to me what we need to
overcome is considerable reduction of the length of
a proceeding without sacrificing any of the refined
jurisprudential principles and values that we have
built up over the years. I do not wish to go into the
details of the Codes of civil and criminal procedure
to locate the specific areas where remedial measures
can be introduced as that would be getting too
technical and I had promised you that I will not do
that.

But speaking very broadly I wonder
whether in respect of civil proceedings a table of
cost should not be incorporated in the Civil
Procedure Code itself to deal with every
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postponement of a case for whatever reason; to limit
adjournments to a fixed number during the entire life
time of a case; to fix a time limit for oral arguments
and mandatory filing of written briefs. Considering
the fact that a major part of the delays in the trial of
suits is on account of non service of notice can we
not introduce the modern technology and
methodology of communication including Emails as
acceptable modes for causing service. While some
High Courts have amended the Code of Civil
Procedure to permit service of summons by other
means of transmission like fax, electronic mail service
etc., many other High Courts are lacking behind. We
can do so in criminal cases also. In addition can we
expand the list of compoundable offences in the
CrP.C. and make more frequent use of the
provisions of plea bargaining brought into the
Criminal Procedure Code by the amendment of the
Code in 2006. The said Chapter is being hardly
invoked. Compare this with the USA where 75% of
the total convictions are the result of plea bargaining.
In India the availability of the provisions of plea
bargaining are not even known to the majority of the
persons charged with lesser crimes to which the
provisions apply. And lesser crimes constitute the
greater number of criminal cases. What I wish to
say is that our procedural jurisprudence embodied in
the code of civil and criminal procedure needs
serious reflection to find out what could be the
possible areas where reforms, without sacrificing
what we have already achieved, can be initiated.
This is an exercise that has not yet begun. I have
been travelling through the length and breadth of the
country advocating what I have just mentioned. I
have found few takers.

I would now like to change gears and
proceed to the qualitative aspect of the challenge
that confronts the Indian Judiciary. Judges must
deliver not only timely justice but also quality justice.

One major aspect of the qualitative challenge that
confronts the Indian Judiciary is the conduct of the
court proceedings by the judge culminating in the
final judgment rendered. The application of mind to
the problem, the answer to the issues arising and the
shedding of unnecessary fat to the written judgment
are the primary areas that need attention. Apart
from 100% devotion and dedication that one takes
for granted in every holder of judicial office the
necessity for imbibing judge like qualities has to be
consciously cultivated in the training programmes
organized for judges by the judicial academies all
over the country. Such training programmes must
keep in mind the ground realities that confronts a
judge every day in the court. Judgment writing, they
say, is an art. Even an art can be cultivated. This
is what I keep telling the academies all over the
country whenever I am visiting any one of them.

The legal landscape and the questions that
are emerging before the Courts for adjudication have
increasingly become more complex. With the onset
of globalization, the transactions entered into by the
Indian companies transcend international boundaries
thereby raising questions with respect to taxation and
other incidental corporate law issues including issues
of Intellectual Property Rights which call for
marshalling a great deal of technical know-how.

The Competition Commission of India
(CCD), even though at its nascent stage, has decided
cases with respect to mergers, abuse of dominant
position and cartelization. Increasing complexity in
issues are not merely limited to the type of
transactions but extends to the inter-linkage between
the various laws. For example, technological
advancements have brought to fore the critical
interplay between intellectual property law and
competition law. With the increasing usage of
technology and the frenzy of online shopping picking
up, tighter data security practices need to be



implemented. Additionally, with the social media bug
that's bitten the younger generation tighter privacy
laws are also required.

In the arena of criminal law there has been
a change in the pattern of crime, its intensity and
subsequent impact upon society. Organised crimes
like terrorism and economic offences are
transnational in their operation. Drug trafficking,
trafficking in women and children, cyber-crimes etc.
are crimes that have no limitations in terms of space
or geographical boundaries. In light of this, it is
required that the judges constantly update their
understanding of newer laws and its functioning in
order to effectively dispense justice.

The Indian Courts might be posed with the
question whether legal heirs of a deceased are to be
given access to the deceased's Facebook account
or emails. Delaware, USA by passing a law, became
the first U.S. state to legally allow people to inherit
their dead relatives' online accounts, including
Facebook and iTunes'. Due to greater engagement
on social media websites, it i1s expected that such
questions requiring adjudication of claims of legal
heirs will start coming before the Indian Courts.

Cases have been brought before the Indian
courts with respect to the rights of the surrogate
mother, the citizenship of the child and also the
validity of the agreement entered into by the
biological parents with the surrogate mother.
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Presently, there is no law governing surrogacy in
India though I understand a Bill in this regard was
introduced in Parliament in the year 2008. There is
a PIL pending in the Supreme Court seeking
directions to ban surrogacy as has been done in
France, Germany and Italy. In this regard it is
interesting to note that while some states in the
United States like California allows commercial
surrogacy, altruistic surrogacy, namely, without any
commercial consideration or covering only
reasonable expenses of the surrogate mother is

permissible in countries like Australia and Canada.

In the words of the great Martin Luther
King, Jr.? , "Law exist for the purpose of
establishing justice and when they fail in this purpose
they become the dangerously structured dams that
block the flow of social progress." Let us remember
the real wisdom behind these few words.

The challenges faced by the Indian
Judiciary are formidable. No member of the judicial
system can afford to bask in past glories. It is the
confidence of the people in the system of
administration of justice that alone matters; only
public trust can bring credibility to the system. What
is required is the uncompromising commitment of
each and every member of the judicial family i.e. the
Bar and the Bench. The task is enormous but not
insurmountable. Let the good work continue. ¢

(Lecture delivered on the occasion of release of book and website on Justice Shafiqul Haque on 28th March 2015 at Rabindra Bhawan.

Justice Haque was a life member of Al-Ameen Welfare Society since its inception in 2003.)

1. CHRIS PLEASANCE, Families to inherit Facebook accounts: Delaware becomes first U.S. state to allow heirs of dead people to access
social media and emails, Accessed on 16th February, 2015. http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2729673/Families-inherit-Facebook-
accounts-Delaware-U-S-state-allow-heirs-dead-people-access-social-media-emails.html

2 In his Letter from Birmingham Jail (16th April 1963)
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ON THE MULTILAYERED CONCEPT OF JIHAD

Jihad is projected as if it is integral part of
Islam to fight against unbelievers and as if it is the
obligatory duty of all Muslims to fight against infidels.
To say the least, it is not proper representation of
the concept of jihad in Islam. In fact it is a multi-
layered concept which has been projected as a one-
dimensional concept - to fight with sword against all
infidels. What happened on 11th September 2001 in
New York has further given a wrong twist to this
very important but complex and multi-dimensional
concept of Islam. It must be understood in proper
perspective to do full justice to this concept.

Most important thing first of all is to situate
the concept of jihad in its historical situation. What
is important is to be historically situated, not
historically determined forever. What we often do is
to be historically determined without ever probing
how we are historically situated. Jihad in the sense
of fighting with swords or with whatever weapons of
war available should also be understood historically.

The Qur'anic pronouncements are also

multi-layered and multi-dimensional, some
dimensions are historical, some social, some ethical
and some eternal. To understand the Qur'anic verses

in uni-dimensional manner is to do great injustice to

Asghar Ali Engineer

them and also to misapply them either because of
wrong understanding or on account of some selfish

motives.

The most important thing in this respect is
to understand the pre-Islamic Arab society. Violence
and inter-tribal wars were rampant. Reconciliation
and conflict resolution through negotiations was
virtually unknown. Though pre-Islamic Arab society
was not exactly immoral but as no immoral society
would have sound basis to last, but it did have tribal
traditions and customs which ignored ethical aspects.
Peace, though appreciated but was not always
practised. As there was no rule of law in pre-Islamic
society things were settled through inter-tribal wars
or through tribal customs and traditions. This resulted
in great deal of bloodshed.

This prevailing historical situation was not
acceptable to Islam but some of its elements did
persist in Muslim behaviour. Also, we have to bear
in mind that it was not a modern democratic society
but a tribal society with its own outlook and
intellectual understanding. We can not apply the
modern norms to it nor should we perpetuate its
practices in modern times. Islam while constrained
to retain some of it rejected most of it and provided



for transcendent norms and ethical standards. What
some Muslims do (and many non-Muslims too) is to
ignore historicity of some Qur'anic and hadith
pronouncements and take them in an a-historical
sense thus causing great deal of misunderstanding
about Islamic ethics of jihad and makes jihad a
mono-dimensional concept.

A careful study of Qur'an and hadith makes
it clear that the concept of jihad is far above mere
violence and war. Unfortunately wars persisted in
Islamic history for several reasons (but certainly not
for religious reasons) and hence it came to be
reduced to Islamic teachings. The Sufis who kept
themselves aloof from power-struggles and attempts
by rulers at territorial expansions realised the danger
of misapplying the concept of jihad and they thought
it necessary to emphasise other social and moral
aspects of jihad. It is for this reason that they
described jihad bi al-sayf (i.e. war with sword) as
jihad-e-asghar (i.e. small war) and jihad to control
ones greed and selfish desires as jihad-e-akbar i.e.
great jihad.

This emphasis was greatly needed as the
concept of jihad with sword had become quite mo-
dimensional and was being misapplied for selfish
reasons and for inter-group wars among the
Muslims. The moral precepts and ethical constraints
imposed by Qur'anic pronouncements were being
totally ignored by Muslim rulers and their cohorts to
fulfil their greed for power and territorial
aggrandisement. It was for this reason that the sufis
intervened at this stage and tried to bring out moral
and ethical dimensions of the rich concept of jihad.

The sufis had not added any thing from their
own wish but had based the concept of the great
jihad on the basis of the Qur'anic pronouncements.
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Jihad as is well known to any student of Arabic
language means to make utmost efforts. One must
look at the authentic Qur'anic dictionary Mufradat
al-Qur'an by Imam Raghib Asfahani (Urdu trn. By
Sheikh Muhammad Abduh Firozpuri, Lahore,
1971).

Imam Raghib first discusses the meaning of
its root word jahd which means working hard or
making utmost efforts and juhud which means one's
utmost capacity and two together would mean
making utmost efforts to one's best capacity. Then
he goes on to say that jihad wa al-mujahidah means
to spend one's utmost capacity in defending oneself
in the face of an enemy. Then he divides jihad in
three categories: 1) to fight against enemies i.e.
unbelievers; 2) against shaytan (Satan) and 3)
against one's own self i.e. one's own greed and
selfishness.

Imam Raghib also maintains that the
Qur'anic verse 22:78 ("And strive hard for Allah with
due striving. He has chosen you and has not laid any
hardship in religion" ) comprises all these three
categories. The Qur'an also says "And strive hard in
Allah's way with your wealth and your lives. This is
better for you, if you know." (9:41). One also finds
in the Qur'an, "Those who believed and migrated
(from their homes), and strove hard in Allah's way
with their wealth and their lives, and are much higher
in rank with Allah. And it is these that shall triumph."
(9:20)

It will be seen that all these verses in the
Qur'an do not use the word jihad in the sense of war
but in the sense of striving with wealth and one's
own life. The Muslims were persecuted lot in Mecca
and many of them faced severe persecution and
strove hard in the way of Allah with their own lives
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and some of them who were wealthy and spent all
of their wealth for that cause. Some of them suffered
personally as well as spent of their wealth for the
sake of Allah. Thus it was all suffering and striving.
This is real jihad. Jihad no where in the Qur'an is
used either in the sense of war or for seeking
revenge. Seeking revenge amounts to using concept
of jihad for selfish ends even if revenge or retaliation
is be for ones own group or community.

In hadith literature we find ahadith which
prohibit Muslims from seeking revenge. Thus in
Sahih al-Bukhari we find hadith of Miqdad ibn Amr
al-Kindi. Amr al-Kindi asked the Holy Prophet
(PBUH) "Suppose I met one of the infidels and we
fought. He struck one of my hands with his sword,
cut it off and then took refuge in a tree and said, 'I
surrender to Allah'. Could I kill him, O Messenger of
Allah, after he had said this?" Allah's Messenger
(peace be upon him) said, "you should not kill him"
Al-Miqdad said, "O Allah's Messenger, but he had
cut off my hands, and then he had uttered those
words." Allah's Messenger (PBUH) replied, "You
should not kill him, and you would be in his position
where he had been before uttering these words."

Thus it will be seen that in matters of war
also Islam teaches higher morality the essence of
which is not to seek revenge or retaliate. The
Prophet (PBUH) makes this abundantly clear in
reply to Miqdad bin Amr's query that the unbeliever
surrender's even after cutting off a Muslim's hand
with his sword, the Muslim should not kill him. Then
there will be no difference between a Muslim and an
unbeliever.

This is what I call the transcendent morality.

The prevailing practice in the pre-Arab society was
retaliation in equal measure - nose for nose and eye

for an eye. But this hadith rejects the concept of
retaliation and teaches instead higher morality of

pardoning the enemy and magnanimity of treatment.

In matters of jihad Imam Raghib quotes an
interesting hadith which says "fight your desires as
you fight your enemies." The sufi concept of jihad-
i-akbar i.e. the great jihad is to fight ones own vain
desires has been based on this hadith. According to
the Qur'an man's life is a constant struggle in the way
of Allah be it through sword or through one's hands
or through one's tongue. Thus there is a hadith which
says "strive against unbelievers with your hands and

your words."

Thus this constant jihad, constant struggle
in the way of Allah implies again multi-layered efforts.
The believers have been charged, by the Qur'an with
the important mission of spreading good and fighting
evil (amr bi'l ma’'ruf wa nahi 'an al-munkar). In this
mission a believer has to engage himself continuously,
controlling his own desires, spreading justice,
equality and compassion with wisdom (‘adl - justice,
thsan - benevolence, rahmah- compassion and
hikmah - wisdom are concepts of goodness in the
Qur'an which are repeatedly stressed). The
goodness of humanity lies in this.

As it is duty of believers to engage
themselves in spreading what is good it is also the
duty of the believers to engage themselves in
containing what is evil. Thus a believer has to
constantly strive himself to fight against oppression,
injustice, iniquity and cruelty. All these result in
spreading evil on the earth. The world as we all
know is full of injustices and oppression and it will
be a lifetime mission of a believer to contain them.
This is real jihad.



Fight is not always with weapons - with
sword or with guns. Fight could be through proper
means which includes moral and intellectual means -
through persuasion, through wisdom, through
spreading good word and through setting good
examples. It is for this reason that the Prophet has
said that the ink of a writer's pen is more sacred than
the blood of a martyr. The word written with ink is
more lasting than martyr's blood.

Jihad is not merely a fight with swords or
other weapons. Though jihad also means that but
only for self -defence. Jihad is never permitted for
aggressive purposes. Then it will not be jihad in any
sense of the word at all. The Qur'an is very
particular about it. The Qur'an says, "And fight in the
way of Allah against those who fight against you but
be not aggressive. Surely Allah loves not the
aggressors." (2:190)

Thus from the above verse two things are
clear: 1) fight only those who fight you and 2) do not
be aggressive, as Allah does not love aggressors.
One has to strictly observe these conditions in jihad.
Then it is also to be noted that does not only mean
fighting with sword or other weapons. It is constant
struggle for whole of ones life.

The noted Urdu poet Igbal has beautifully
put the meaning of jihad in day today life in one of
his couplets which is as follows:

Yaqin muhkam 'amal payham muhabbat
fatihi 'alam

Jihad-e- zindagani mein yeh hain mardon ki
shamshiren

The meaning of this verse is that for a man
with strong inner conviction and constant efforts and
with universe winning love are the real weapons in
the jihad of life. The meaning or the essence of the
verse is that sword is not the only weapon for jihad.
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It is but one of the weapons. The real weapons are
inner conviction and constant efforts with love and
sensitivity.

It is unfortunate that jihad has been used in
Islamic literature in a very narrow and constricted
sense. This narrow understanding of jihad must
change. The meaning of jihad is not complete without
the Qur'anic injunction for believers (men as well as
women) to enforce good and contain evil and this is
life long mission of all the believers and to achieve
this objective believers have to use their persuasive
skills, wisdom and goodliness. One cannot enforce
good with sword. Goodness prevails only with
goodness. What the Qur'an calls maw"izah hasanah
(i.e. exhortation with goodness) and hikmah
(wisdom) is more lasting than enforcing something
forcibly.

In war or war-like situation also it is efforts
to avert bloodshed and find out ways and means to
promote negotiated settlement is far more important.
The Prophet (PBUH) always tried all possibilities of
negotiated settlement and resorted to war in self -
defence only if all efforts to find a negotiated
settlement failed. The best example of this is what is
known in the history of Islam as sulh-i-Hudaibiyah.
This is major contribution by the Prophet of Islam in
promoting negotiated settlement and avert needless
bloodshed. He even accepted terms, which were
not apparently favourable to Muslims. The terms of
peace appeared to be even humiliating to his senior
companions. The Prophet accepted these terms to
avoid human slaughter and in the interest of peace.

We find mention of this in Sahih al-Bukhari.
Abu Wa'il narrated: "We were in Siffin and Sahl ibn
Hunayf stood up and said, 'O people! Blame
yourselves! We were with the Prophet (PBUH) on
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the day of Hudaybiyyah, and if we had been called
to fight, we should have fought. But Umar ibn al-
Khattab came and said, 'O Allah's Messenger!
Aren't we in the right and our opponents in the
wrong?" Allah's Messenger said, 'Yes'. Umar said,
"Then why should we accept hard terms in matters
concerning our religion? Shall we return before Allah
judges between us and them?" Allah's Messenger
(PBUH) said, O ibn al-Khattab! I am the
Messenger of Allah and Allah will never degrade

m

me.

Sulh-Hudaibiyuyah is of fundamental
significance in the interest of peace. Peace is the real
objective and war only a necessary evil in certain
unavoidable situations. Also it is a wrong assumption
that it is duty of the Muslims to fight against all non-
believers or kafirs. The Qur'an itself mentions about
treaties with unbelievers and according to the Qur'an
and hadith it is the duty of all Muslims to honour all
treaties and alliances with non-believers. All such
alliances must be respected by the Muslims util they
are honoured by non-Muslims.

Thus we find again in Sahih al-Bukhari,
"The pagans were of two kids as regards their
relationship to the Prophet (PBUH) and the
Believers. Some of them were those with whom the
Prophet was at war and used to fight against, and
they used to fight him; the others were those with
whom the Prophet (PBUH) made a treaty, and
neither did the Prophet fight them, nor did they fight
him.

JIHAD FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

Those who work for social justice are as
good as mujahidin i.e. warriors in the way of Allah.
Thus we find in Sahih al-Bukhari: The Prophet
(PBU) said, "The one who looks after and works

for a widow and for a poor person, is like a warrior
fighting for Allah's cause or like a person who fasts
during the day and prays all the night." Abu Hurayrah
narrated that the Prophet said as above.

Thus any one striving for social justice and
working for ameliorating the plight of the poor is like
a warrior in the way of Allah. Thus those who spend
their own money or collect from others and spend
for the poor in the way Allah is no less than a
mujahid. According to the Qur'an zakat money is to
be spent on poor, widows, needy, paying off the
debt of indebted and for liberation of slaves. These
are all weaker sections of society. It is thus a great
merit to help these poorer and weaker sections and
to work for them is as meritorious as waging jihad
in the way of Allah.

One must remember that much of the
conflict in the world is because of poverty, hunger
and unemployment. If these problems are solved
much of the conflict will be resolved. One should
wage war against poverty in all possible ways - by
increasing production, by ringing about redistribution
of economic resources and by not allowing wealth to
be circulated only among the rich. (59:7)

Even when first permission was given to
fight in the Qur'anic verse 4:77 it was basically to
defend the rights of weak from among the old men,
women and children. In some extreme situations it
might mean fighting a war but it could be fight in
various other ways, particularly in a democratic and
modern society. It could be through democratic
movements or parliamentary debates also. In those
days when the holy Qur'an was being revealed such
possibilities did not exist. Today we will have to
creatively re-interpret such Qur'anic provisions as
above
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The 'Ulama and jurists in early Islam had
divided the world in darul harb and darul Islam. The
countries where Muslims could not enjoy freedom of
their faith and were persecuted were declared by the
Muslim jurists as darul harb. And it was thought
necessary for Muslims to wage war (jihad) in such
countries. However, it is important to note that the
Hanafi jurists had also created a third category of
darul aman i.e. those countries where Muslims,
though in minority yet could enjoy freedom of
religion and were not persecuted because of their
religious beliefs. India was always considered as
darul aman by Islamic jurists as Muslims here were
not persecuted for their religious beliefs. India was
always a pluralist society.

But in today's conditions when democracy
prevails even if Muslims are persecuted in any
country or any place democratic remedies will have
top priority and not waging war and indulge in
bloodshed of innocent people. Terrorism which
involves shedding blood of innocent people can
never be elevated to the category of jihad in any
sense of the Qur'anic term.

Also, few individuals cannot get together
and decide to wage 'jihad'. The decision to wage
jihad can be taken only by a properly constituted
Islamic government ensuring that there is no other

way left but to declare jihad. It could be done after
due deliberations and examining all possible
consequences including loss of human lives. In the
modern democratic world such decision can be
arrived at only by a duely elected government. And
as far as the Qur'anic injunction on jihad is
concerned it should not in any case involve any
selfish motive like grabbing others territory or
consolidating any group's rule but it should be strictly
for higher goals like justice and fighting persecution.

It should also be noted that peace is far
more fundamental to Islam than war. War at best
could be an instrument of establishing peace in some
exceptional circumstances or for defending against
aggression. It is unfortunate that some youth come
together and decide that there is no way out but to
use violence and call it jihad. And these youth
ultimately shed great deal of innocent blood without
achieving the ultimate objective. Such extremist
violence results in more in-group fighting and killing
each other. Such extremist violence cannot be
entitled to be called jihad.

In modern world real jihad is to use
democracy and democratic institutions to realise the
noble goals for which the Prophet of Islam struggled
all through his life peace and social justice ®

Thzee 7‘mnc{ essentials to Aappineﬂ in this /t'ée axe Jometﬁini to do,

.4ometﬁin7 to love and Jometﬁing to Aope 502.

Until gou value 7oazje/j, gou won't value qour time until gou value

gour time, gou will not do anytﬁiny with it

I
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What Went Wrong With Muslims?

In 1770 the Turkish naval establishment
was wiped out at the Battle of Ce?me (on the coast
of the Mediterranean Sea) by a Russian fleet. (EB,
13/784). In 1799 the Fourth Mysore War took
place between Tipu Sultan and the British East India
Company at Seringapatam. In this war, Tipu Sultan
was killed. When the Governor General, George
Harris, heard of the death of Tipu Sultan, he is said
to have exclaimed: "Today, India is ours!"

These two events symbolize the beginning
of the end of Muslim political glory in the modern
age. There were a series of such events everywhere
in Muslim countries. The Muslim leadership of that
time strongly reacted to this disturbing phenomenon.
But history shows that, in all their attempts, they
totally failed to achieve their goal. First, there were
complaints, then protests, followed by violence, then
the gun culture, and lastly suicide bombing. In short,
this is the scenario of more than two hundred years
of Muslim struggle. What is happening in Egypt is
only the latest manifestation of this unsuccessful
Muslim activism.

Now the time has come to reassess this
long failed struggle. There is no justification for
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continuing this pattern of resistance. That will only
lead to more losses. An unbiased study tells us that
those western powers which Muslims considered
enemies were, in fact, not enemies, but harbingers of
a new civilization. It was the western nations who
had developed this new civilization and it was bound
to spread out across the world. But there were two
aspects to this. One was the political dominance of
western nations, and the other was that they had
brought to the world an age of new science and
technology, and new industry. The traditional world
was then transformed into a new world, which
resulted in a change in the balance of power.

The mistake that Muslim leaders made was
that they failed to understand this duality. They took
it as simply a political phenomenon and they waged
a political war against these western nations. In this
situation, the best policy for Muslims would have
been to differentiate between politics and civilization.
The better choice would have been to avoid the
political problem and take into account the non-
political aspect of western expansion, that is, the
civilization ushered in by the West, based on
scientific discoveries and modern technology.
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It was this policy that was adopted by the
Japanese after the Second World War, and within
less than fifty years they emerged as an economic
superpower. The same option was opened up for
Muslim nations. They should have avoided the
political problem and availed of the civilizational
opportunities. Had the Muslims done this, history
would have taken a different course. Instead of being
a protestant community, Muslims would have
emerged as a successful community.

This creative policy is an Islamic policy and
the Prophet of Islam was the first in history to adopt
it. During the negotiations prior to the signing of the
Hudaybiyah Treaty, he avoided political problems
and tried to avail of whatever opportunities
presented themselves at that time. Thus he went on
to have that great success which is mentioned in the
Quran as a 'clear victory' (48:1).

Now, in the twenty-first century, the time
has come for Muslims to adopt the policy of U-turn.
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They must bring to an end all violent activities and
should devote their energies to achieving a two-point
formula of education and dawah. Education will
bring their succeeding generations into line with
modern standards, and dawah work will provide
them with a global mission through which they will
be able to chalk out a proper line of action for
themselves.

Here I would like to refer to two verses
from the Quran: "O Believers, turn you all together
towards God." (24:31). Tawbah means following a
U-turn policy. It means that Muslims must adopt
such a policy at the level of the entire community.

The other Quranic verse is: "God does not
change that which is with a people until they change
that which is with themselves." (13:11). This means
that if Muslims want to see a new future, they must
change their present. ¢

live éo‘zeve‘c ”

“Knock, Gnd Hell open the doox
Vanish, Gnd #'ll make gou shine like the sun
Fall, Gnd H2l zaise gou to the heavens

Lecome notéiny, Gnd #Hl tuzn gou into ev‘etytéin;. ”

’:ﬂt’v‘e as tj you were to die tomotcow, fea‘m as tj you we'e to

- Rumi

- Mahatma Gandhi




Al-Ameen

Science and Technology of the Golden Age of the Muslim World

(a) The Basis of the Muslim Progress:

Islam came to this world as a positive force
for the whole mankind. It is a positive force because
it has not put any bar on the righteous activities of a
human being. According to Islam life of a man is not
for a jest (21:16; 44:38; 38:27) and it has defined
the aims and objectives of life (51:56; 45:22). Man
has been assigned duties and obligations in his life to
be discharged. The whole natural world and the
spiritual world are open for him in order to play his
role for his success.

Islam is also a driving force for the believer
because it has not only assigned duties but also
encouraged him to go ahead with the work and for
that purpose necessary guidelines have been
provided. Not only that Islam has linked each and
every righteous work of a man with his Ibadah or
worship. This is a driving force for the believers for
doing righteous work, seeking knowledge, and
application of conscience and intellect in every walk
of life in order to be benefitted in this world as well
as in the Hereafter. Any righteous work with good
intention has been regarded in Islam as Ibadah. Even
simply studying whole night with an intention of
seeking knowledge or doing agricultural work with
an intention of providing food to the family members
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is a righteous work and considered as Ibadah and
deserves rewards in the Hereafter. There are ample
evidences in the Holy Qur'an and the teachings of
the Prophet (pbuh) that this religion is a positive as
well as a driving force for the human society.
Islam itself as a religion was the positive
and driving force for seeking, pondering,
understanding and disseminating knowledge from
studying the natural world i.e. Science. There are
about 750 verses of the Holy Qur'an (almost one
eighth of the Book) which exhort believers to study
Nature, to reflect over the natural phenomena and
things, to make the best use of the reason in their
search for the ultimate and to make the acquiring of
knowledge and scientific comprehension part of the
community life. The Messenger of Allah (pbuh)
himself also gave much emphasis on seeking
knowledge from different sources. He encouraged
his followers to acquire knowledge which helps to
improve the quality of life and beneficial for the
Hereafter.
(b) The Islamic Empire and the Education Policy:
The Islamic state was formed in 622 CE,
when the Prophet (pbuh) migrated from Makkah to
Madinah. Within a century after his demise (632 CE)
Islam spread rapidly during the period of the



Caliphates from its centre Madinah in the Middle-
East to the west across North Africa and into Spain,
and to the east through Persia (now Iran) towards
Asia. The first dynasty of caliphs was the Umayyad
who ruled from Damascus in Syria. They were
replaced by the Abbasid caliphs in 749 CE who
ruled for the next 500 years from Baghdad in Iragq.
Abdulrahman grandson of the 10th Umayyad caliph,
who escaped to Spain in 758 CE, established an
Islamic State with its capital at Cordova. Al-Andalus
is the Arabic name given to the Iberian Peninsula by
its Muslim conquerors; it refers to both the Caliphate
proper and the general period of Muslim rule. Thus
the Islamic world was spread over large parts of
Asia, Africa, and Europe and the Arab people
traded widely with the merchants from places as
diverse as China, India and southern Europe. Trade
and conquest led to cultural exchange and the
spread of knowledge. The period of about 700 CE
to 1400 CE was a "Golden Age" for the Islamic
world which covered a period from the early
Caliphate to the later Ottoman, Safavid and Mughal
empires. Serious scientific works and most of the
inventions in the Islamic world were made mainly
during this period.

The Islamic world was ruled by the Caliphs
and some individual independent rulers. The Muslim
rulers undertook clear-cut science policy which was
broader in aims and objectives in tune with the
teachings of the Holy Qur'an and the Prophet (pbuh)
and for implementation of science policy they
established scientific academies, schools, madrassas,
libraries and observatories and hospitals. Caliph al-
Mamun (813 CE), son of Harun al-Rashid,
established an academy called Bayt al-Hikmah
(House of Wisdom) in Baghdad. Attached to the
academy were two astronomical observatories, one
in Baghdad and the other in Damascus. During the
period of Fatimids (909-1171 CE) libraries were
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parts of the palaces. In 1004 CE al-Hakim founded
Dar al-Hikmah (House of Science) in a palace which
contained a library, a reading room and which was
the meeting place of learned scholars including
doctors, mathematicians and astronomers. Houses
or libraries of science, on the model of the Bayt al-
Hikma in Baghdad and the Dar al-Hikma in Cairo,
were numerous in the Muslim world. Some were
eastablished by public funds and others by
individuals. In Cordova alone about 700 libraries
and 50 maristans (hospitals) were made available for
the public. Library attached to Cordova University
alone contained at least 225,000 volumes (Saudi
Aramco,2011). Other notable libraries were Dar al-
Hikmah (House of Science) in Cairo which
contained about 18,000 ancient books; Bayt al-
Hikmah (House of Wisdom) at Baghdad; Al-Hakam
in Spain which contained 400,000 books; and Bani
Ammaar in Tripoli which contained about 1 million
books.

For teaching of medicines, pharmacology
and related subjects Medical schools were
established attached to hospitals. Studies of
astronomical science also made progress in the
golden days of Islamic science. In addition to two
observatories attached to Bayt a-Hikmah, the
observatories of Ulugh Beg in Samarqand and of
Tagqi al-Din in Istanbul and the Maragha observatory
were at the peaks in the studies of astronomy. Grants
were given to these institutions for their maintenance
and running. Salaries were paid to the scientists and
scholars in order to enable them for study and
research and pensions were provided after
retirement. State patronage was also there for
scientists for carrying out scientific and technological
research as well as for running of state industries.
Some of the institutions were patronized by the rulers
of the states, some by ministers, princes as well as
by rich men.
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As a result of their policy on education and
research, unprecedented achievements were made
within about two hundred years in science and
technology (Al-Hassan et al., 1986) which included
Mathematics, Astronomy, Physics, Chemistry,
Biology, Agriculture, Industry, War Machineries,
Navigation, Architecture, Medical Science, etc., and
in all aspects of daily life. Centres of learning and
research were established in Baghdad, Damascus,
Alexandria, Cairo and many other places such as
Syracuse (in Sicily), Antioch (in Syria), Pragamon (in
Asia Minor), Jundaysapur (in Iran) and Cordova in
Spain. Libraries were established in these centres
and book shops with thousands of titles were
opened in several cities. Scholars of various
disciplines studied and did research in their
respective disciplines in museums and libraries of
these centres.

There was progressive change in the
quality of life in the Muslim cities which were based
on the material prosperity, local industries, local and
international trade etc. which in turn were linked with
science and culture. Muslim scientists, geographers,
engineers, philosophers, physicians among others
contributed significantly to their respective fields, by
their new inventions and by preserving and building
upon earlier work. Institutions such as research
laboratories, astronomical observatories, public
libraries, public hospitals, psychiatric hospitals, were
the development of the Muslims. They made
tremendous progress in all of the major fields of that
time (Sarton, 1927-48). They also applied their
knowledge so gained for human use in order to
enhance the quality of life and thus they made
tremendous progress in Applied Science or so to
say in Technology including Medical Science within
about two hundred years after the demise of the
Prophet (pbuh). Muslims, as a result of their
advancement in science and technology, could reach

the zenith of civilization unparallel to any other
civilization prevailing during that period and they
could maintain the level from about 700 CE to 1400
CE (more precisely ~750 to 1258 CE) which is
known as the Golden Age of the Islamic world.

(¢) The Galaxy of Scientists in the medieval
Muslim world:

History says how science and technology
developed throughout the Islamic world and outside
because of the science policy of the Muslim rulers
and flourished during the glorious period of Islamic
civilization. Thousands of muslim scientists of various
faculties, who ushered new horizon of science, were
born during this period. Some of the great Muslim
scientists of the period are mentioned below:

Ibn Sirin (654-728 CE); Jabir ibn Hayyan
Abu Musa (Geber) (721-815 CE); Al-Jahiz (766-
868 CE); Al-Khwarizmi Muhammad ibn Musa
(780-850 CE); Al-Farghani, Abu al-Abbas
(Afragamus) (9th ¢ CE); Al-Kindi Abu Yusuf Ya'qub
Ibn Ishaq al-Sabah (800-873 CE); Banu Musa
Brothers (Ben Mousa) (9th ¢ CE); Hunayn ibn Ishaq
(809-873 CE); Abbas ibn Firnas (Armen
Firman)(810-887 CE); Thabit Ibn Qurra (836-901
CE); Ali ibn Sahl Rabban al-Tabari (838-870 CE);
Abul al-Qasim Ammar (841-926 CE); Abu Zaid
Ahmed ibn Sahl al-Balkhi (850-934 CE); Abu
Abdullah al-Battani (Albatenius) (858-929 CE); Al-
Razi (Rhazes) (864-930 CE); Abu al-Nasr al-Farabi
(Alfarabicus) (872-950 CE); Ibn Sahi (940-1000
CE); Abu Sahl al-Quhi (10th c¢); Abu Wafa
Muhammad al-Buzanji (940-997 CE); Ali ibn al-
Abbas al-Majusi (d 982-994 CE); Abu al-Qasim
Khalaf Ibn al-Abbas al-Zahrawi (936-1013 CE);
Ibn Miskawayh (930-1030 CE); Abu Ali Hasan Ibn
al-Haytham (Alhazen)(965-1040 CE); Abu Rayhan
Al-Biruni (973-1048 CE); Abu-Ali al-Husayn ibn



Abdalah ibn Sina (Avicenna) (980-1037 CE); Al-
Zarquali (Arzachel) (1028-1087 CE); Abu Ubayd
al-Juzjani (11th ¢ CE); Omar Khayyam (1048-1131
CE); Abu Marwan Abd al-Malik ibn Zuhr
(Avenzoar)(1091-1161 CE); Al-Idrisi (1099-1166
CE); Ibn Tufayl (1100-1185 CE); Hibat Allah Abu'l-
Barakat al-Baghdadi (Nethanel) (1080-1165 CE);
Abu'l-Walid Muhammad Ibn Rushd (Averroes)
(1126-1198 CE); Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (1149-1209
CE); Ibn al-Baytar (1197-1248 CE); Naseer al-Din
al-Tust  (1201-1274 CE); Ibn  Bajjah
(Avempace)(12th ¢); Ibn al-Nafis (1213-1288 CE);
Ibn al-Quff (1233-1286 CE); Al-Jazari (13th CE);
Qutub al-Din al Shirazi (1236-1311 CE); Kamal al-
Din al-Farisi (1260-1320 CE); Ibn al-Banna al-
Marrakushi (13th ¢ CE); Ulugh Beg (14th -15th ¢
CE); Ibn al-Shatir (1304-1375 CE); Muhammad ibn
Abdullah (ibn Battuta) (1304-1369 CE); Ibn
Khaldun, Abu Zayd 'Abd al-Rahman (1332-1406
CE); Ghiyath al-Din al-Kashani (1380-1429 CE);
Ali al-Qushji (1403-1474 CE); Abu al-Hasan ibn
Ali al-Qalasadi (1412-1482 CE); Taqi al-Din
Muhammad ibn Ma'ruf (1526-1585 CE).

History of science tells us that 500-450
B.C. was the age of Plato, followed by the ages of
Aristotle, Euclid, Archimedes and so forth. From
about 700 CE to 1100 CE we find an unbroken
succession of Muslim scientists, the ages of Jabir,
Khwarizmi, Razi, Masudi, Abu'l-Wafa, al-Biruni,
Omar Khayyam. Scientists from the world of Islam
which included the Arabs, Turks, Afgans, Persians
and converts from Judaism and Christianity
dominated the world stage of science and
technology. It was only after about 1100 CE that
Western names began to appear but even then for
about 400 years or more they shared the ages of
scientific honour with Muslims like ibn Rushd, Nasir-
ud-din Tusi, Ibn Nafis and many others.
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(d) Important discoveries and inventions in the
medieval Muslim world:

There progress,
numerous discoveries and inventions in science and
technology in the medieval period. It is beyond the
scope of this article to describe all of them. Some
important discoveries and inventions in the medieval

were tremendous

Muslim world have been mentioned below:

The Muslim geographers produced
volumes of information of Africa, Asia, India, China
and the Indies in the medieval period which included
the world's first geographical encyclopaedias,

almanacs, and road maps.

Muslim mathematicians were the first to
utilize decimals instead of fractions. Al-Kashi
discovered decimal fractions and provided a
comprehensive and systematic treatment of arithmetic
operations with decimal fractions. Trigonometry was
developed to a level of modern perfection by
Muslim scholars such as Muhammad ibn Jabir al-
Harrani al-Battani, Al-Khwarizmi, Al-Marwazi.
Muslim mathematicians, the inventors of algebra,
introduced the concept of using letters (or symbols)
to express an unknown quantity in the 9th century
and solved cubic equations as well as numerous
equations of even higher degrees with ease as early
as the 10th century. The Muslims scholars
introduced negative numbers for use in a variety of
arithmatic functions, and invented logarithms and
produced logarithmic tables as early as the 13th
century (Al-Daffa and Stroyls, 1977). The Muslims
utilized and perfected the binomial theorem and
initiated its use for the systematic solution of
algebraic problems during the 10th century or prior.

Muslim astronomers were the first to
dispute Ptolemy's archaic ideas and made numerous
improvements of his findings as early as the 9th
century. They synthesized proof that the sun is the
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centre of the solar system and that the orbits of the
earth and other planets might be elliptical. They
made hundreds of accurate astronomical tables and
charts.

In 9th century Islamic Spain, Armen Firman
invented the first parachute and Abbas ibn Firnas
built the first hang glider and he was the first man in
the aviation history to make an attempt at flying
(Ajram, 1992). Hezarfen Ahmet Celebi was the first
aviator who made a successful flight with artificial
wings during 1630-1632 CE (Terzioglu, 2007).
Abbas ibn Firnas also invented eyeglasses in the 9th
century for improving vision.

Ibn al-Haytham in the 11th century studied
light, lenses and prisms, and formed the foundation
of optics. He first developed a broad theory of vision
in his Book of Optics, he invented the first pin-hole
camera and developed the first Camera Obscura.

Muslim chemists such as Ar-Razi, al-Jabr,
al-Biruni, al-Kindi, Jabir ibn Hayyan performed
numerous experiments in chemistry and made
significant contribution. Jabir ibn Hayyan is regarded
as the "father of chemistry". He invented distillation
apparatus such as alembic, still and retort used for
distillation. Muslim chemists invented numerous
chemical processes, produced numerous chemical
substances including important acids and discovered
several elements (Briffault, 1938). Muslim Chemists
were the first to produce petrol from crude oil using
the process of distillation. Al-Razi invented kerosene
and kerosene lamp in 9th century (Bilkadi,1995).
Though gunpowder was invented by the Chinese the
Muslim scientists first formulated the preparation
process for gunpowder which led to the
development of guns and other gunpowder weapons
or the first fire-arms (Ajram,1992).

Methods of improved irrigation including
underground channels, windmills, dams and

waterwheels were some of the Muslim inventions.
Muslims developed machines for water raising for
irrigation, drinking, domestic and industrial purposes,
harnessing water power and wind power. They built
water clocks and mechanical clocks, automata,
fountains; and made mechanical toys, scientific
equipments, etc. Banu Musa Brothers, Al-Jazari,
Taqi al-Din, described many water raising machines
in their writings.

The Muslims made significant progress in
manufacturing of glass, ceramics (pottery), writing
and printing materials (ink, pigments, glues). They
were in the forefront in the areas of textiles, paper
making and leather industries. There was
development of printing press and a rapid growth of
book publishing.

The Muslim architecture was a rich and
unique architecture in the world. Islamic architectural
style emerged soon after the Prophet (pbuh) mainly
in the construction of the masjid, the tombs, the
palaces and the forts. The Islamic architects first
used native architecture to build masjids and
eventually developed their own adaptations. The
minaret, domes, main prayer hall with a mihrab are
the distinctive features of Islamic architecture.

Arabic calligraphy was the most venerated
form of Islamic art for decorating the walls, ceilings
and pages of books. The well known hadith: "Allah
is beautiful and He loves beauty" encouraged
Muslims to beautify the words of Allah through
calligraphy and other expression.

The Muslim military technology as a whole
was a rich technology which was reflected in their
various expeditions, wars, and administration over
the vast empire. A good number of treatises on
military technology are available since the end of
sixth century AH. Military technology included
among others cavalry, archery, artillery and
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incendiary weapons. Muslim rulers used grenades,
fire pots, cannons, rockets, torpedoes, sulphur
bombs, and pistols decades before such devices
were used in Europe. Muslim rulers were also
experts in military organisation, and fortification.

In the medieval age the Muslims were in
the forefront in shipping and navigation technology.
Navigation in the seas and oceans for trade and
travel, navies for warfare on seas and shores, and
ship building for these purposes were highly
developed by medieval Muslim empires (Al-Hassan
etal,1986). They built their own mercantile ships as
well as warships, and dockyards and also learnt the
navigation technology. In Navigational transport
system, the Muslims introduced the carvel ship, stem
post-mounted rudder, three-masted merchant vessel
(around the Mediterranean sea), windward ship,
xebec and polacca (sailing ships).

The Muslims came to learn the magnetic
needle possibly from the Chinese, improved upon it
and used the same as the compass in navigation and
passed the knowledge to the west. Astrolabes were
further developed in the medieval Islamic world.
Muslim scholars introduced (Islam Wiki, 2014) :
baculus (used for nautical astronomy), cartographic
Qibla indicators, compass, compass dial, compass
rose, mariner's compass. Kamal, navicula de venetis
(a universal horary dial), orthographic astrolabe,
planisphere and star chart, torquetum (an
observational instrument and a mechanical analog
computer), universal astrolabe (saphaea).

In medicine Muslim scientists of medieval
period contributed significantly. Muslim surgeons
were the first pathologists. The pathology of
contagion was understood by Muslim physicians
since the time of ibn Sina (CE 980-1037). Ibn Zuhr
is the first physician known to have made post-
mortem  dissections. Az-Zahrawi accurately
documented the pathology of hydrocephalus and

other congenital diseases. Muslim surgeons gave the
first accurate description of certain malignancies,
including cancer of the stomach, bowel, and
oesophagus. Chemotherapy was pioneered by Ar-
Razi (Rhazes) in the 10th century CE when he
introduced the use of chemical substances and drugs
as forms of medication. Pure distilled alcohol of
medicinal-grade was produced by Muslim chemists
and used the same as an antiseptic agent. Modern
anaesthesia was discovered, mastered, and
perfected by Muslim anaesthetists, the use of which
was one of the reasons for the rise of surgery in the
Muslim world to the level of an honourable
speciality. Al-Zahrawi and Ibn Zuhr, among other
Muslim surgeons performed hundreds of surgeries
under inhalant anaesthesia. Al-Zahrawi is known as
the 'father of surgery' for his remarkable
contributions in the field of surgery. AL-Zahrawi
began ligating arteries with fine sutures, perfected the
use of catgut and instituted the use of cotton plus
wax to plug bleeding wounds. His book 'Kitab al-
Tasrif' described numerous topics on medicine and
surgery as well as drawings of some 200 surgical
devices, many of which he invented.

Ibn Sina in 10th century made the
discovery of contagious diseases and sexually
(Sarton, 1927-48) and
introduced the concept of quarantine to limit the
spread of infectious diseases. Ibn an-Nafis and Ibn
al-Quff provided full documentation that the blood
circulates and correctly described the physiology of
the heart and the function of its valves. Ibn an-Nafis
discovered the pulmonary circulation and coronary

transmitted diseases

circulation. Ibn an-Nafis is considered the 'father of
circulation theory' and one of the greatest
physiologists in history. The science of pharmacology
was originated by Muslim physicians during the 9th
century CE. Ibn Sina's classic text 'The Canon of
Medicine', which was translated into Latin and many
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other languages, listed 800 tested drugs, plants and
minerals (Jacquart, 2008). Al-Biruni and several
others also wrote on pharmacology. Muslim
physicians mastered the science of drug therapy for
the treatment of specific symptoms and diseases. The
technique of inoculation was devised in the Muslim
world. The children of Turkey were vaccinated with
cowpox to fight the deadly smallpox at least 50 years
before the West discovered it (Vallely, 2006). For
the treatment of the insanes special wards were
maintained in the Islamic hospitals as early as the
11th century CE at a time when the insanes were
routinely burnt alive in Europe believing them as
witches and sorcerers (Mora,1995).

(e) Fall of the Empire and the scientific culture:

Rise and fall are the natural historical
phenomena observed in all times and cultures and
the Muslim world was subjected to the same rule.
With time vast Islamic empire began to disintegrate
because of internal conflicts and invasion by the
outsiders. From the 9th century CE, several
provinces had started to fall away from the Abbasid
control and the political power in the next four
centuries was dispersed among the new independent
states. While the Abbasid Empire was disintegrating,
the Seljuk Caliphate was gaining in 1057 CE.
Further, there was frequent recurrences of tribal and
internecine warfare amongst Muslims themselves.

Then came the negative roles of the
theologians (Sarton, 1975). The Empire had lost
unity and power due to religious differences, charges
of hearsay and assassinations. There came into
existence Sufism, Mutazilites (group of rationalist
philosophers), al-Ash 'rites (group of conservative
scholastic philosophers), Shia, Sunni, foreign rules
(colonization). Then there was difference of opinion
on the types knowledge whose seeking is obligatory.

The Ash 'rites were victorious over the Mutazilites
(Sardar, 2006) and more importance was given on
seeking knowledge of theology and Islamic laws
rather than mathematics, science and technology.

Because of disintegration of the Empire and
loss of power, the Muslim world became
economically weak, there was scarcity of funding for
education and research in the field of science and
technology. In this melee the European Crusades
(1097-1291 CE) further weakened the Muslim
Empire and finally, in 1236 CE, Cordoba fell to
Spanish Christians and in 1258 CE, Baghdad fell to
Mongols. All these factors, more or less, were
responsible for the deteriorating condition of the
Muslims in all fields of education including Science
and Technology.

During such state of confusion and
degradation of scientific education in the Muslim
world, Europeans surged ahead. In Europe
Universities and Colleges came up for studies of all
subjects giving utmost importance in basic science
and research and the scientific community so
generated could bring scientific revolution in the
European countries. In the Muslim world, on the
other hand, the picture was completely opposite.
There was no feeling or urge of seeking knowledge
of science and mathematics and no institution for
imparting such knowledge was established in the
Muslim world. The result was catastrophic! There
was complete absence of scientific culture and a
dark gloomy picture became discernible. The state
of affairs did not change with change of time. There
were no universities comprising all branches of
knowledge in the Muslim world and the Muslim
scientific community almost did not exist. The picture
can be easily guessed from a writing of William
Eaton, British Consul to Istanbul in the year 1800
CE: "The man of general science is unknown. No



one has the least idea of navigation and the use of
the magnet... They like to trade with those who bring
to them useful and valuable articles, without the labor
of manufacturing" (Eaton,1809).

Even in this modern days situation of the
Muslim community has not changed. In the Muslim
dominated countries though a good number of
University and technical institution have come up,
none of them has world-class standing. The Muslim
mind set is still pre-occupied with the old patterns of
education which is devoid of mathematics and pure
science.

There are numerous direct and indirect
repercussions Muslims are facing in their social life
as well as in family life. They are found not serious
in seeking knowledge from all sources and science
and technology in particular or in other words
ignoring the guidelines of the Holy Qur'an and the
traditions on education.

(f) High Time for the Muslims to Review
their Education Policy:

The Muslims are facing serious
consequences in their social life as well as in family
life for ignoring science. The Muslims have miserably
failed to form a modern society based on reality.
Their education policy has not covered even the
basic sciences and mathematics which are very much
necessary for proper understanding of the Holy
Qur'an and for day-to-day activities. Modern
knowledge gained from the studies of the natural
world mostly by the people of the other communities
has been applied for the benefit of the people and
development of human society. Share of Muslim

scientists in these spheres is very insignificant.

The Holy Qur'an has given much stress on
studying the physical laws of nature (al-tafakkur);
and use of nature, and natural resources by inventing
knowhow with control or

technical some
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responsibility (taskheer). In this regard, Al-Qur'an
has repeatedly advised mankind in about seven
hundred fifty verses (one eighth of the whole Qur'an)
to contemplate (study) on nature (science) and do
research using intellect. The Holy Qur'an and the
Hadiths are acting as the positive as well as the
driving force for man and woman for seeking
knowledge from studying the natural world in order
to get benefit from the numerous bounties available
in it. Through studies of different subjects of science
which are devoted to studying the natural world, not
only the people can increase their knowledge of
natural world and get benefits from the applications
of that knowledge through technology, but also they
can realize the Signs of Allah so that their faith (Iman)
becomes more intense and deep rooted. Thus the
Holy Qur'an has advised man to adopt an education
policy based on science and a scientific approach.
The Prophet (pbuh) himself has stressed on
education for acquiring knowledge and declared this
task as "Fard" or obligatory duty.

Irony of the Muslim community of the
present time is that though studies of science subjects
are essential for acquiring knowledge, these are not
included in the curriculum of education in the
institutions (madrassas) which are financed by the
community. The Muslim Community, as a whole, has
not adopted proper policy on education in spite of
such religious direction or guidance on acquiring
knowledge. Guidance of al-Qur'an and Hadiths has
not been reflected in their education policy. The past
history of the Muslims in the field of science and
technology is very rich. It is rich enough to have a
fresh look on the capability of the Muslims. It is high
time for the Muslims to review their education
policy on seeking knowledge from all available
sources in general and of science and technology in
particular.
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Concept of Allah

Dr. Taufiqur Rahman Borborah

Allah, in the Islamic concept, is the One Being and who supports everything and to whom we are
accountable.Allah is the Creator of everything and He is One, the Omnipotent.(Quran13:16) Allah created
things out of nothing with no precedence and for a purpose known only to Him.The entire world created so
favorably for man is a blessing of Allah. Allah is the most sacred Name that indicates the being most high,

his oneness and His godly attributes.

"Truly, I am Allah;

There is no god but I;
Therefore serve Me."
"Say:'He is Allah, one

Allah the Ever lasting Refuge,
Who has not begotten,

And has not been begotten,
And to whom there is no equal. (Quranl12:1-2)

(Quran 20:14)

Human mind can visualize the supreme Power of
Almighty Allah, only by observing and realizing the
creations of Allah. No one has ever seen Allah.
Prophet Musa, once prayed to Allah as "Show
Thyself to me" but the reply was "By no means
canst thou see me (direct)". Holy Quran, is
Quoted for the readers, to reflect upon.

Sura Al-Araf7 (143):

When Moses came to the place (mount Sinai)
appointed by Us, and his Lord addressed him,
he(Moses)said,

"O my Lord!
Show (Thyself) to me,

That I may look upon Thee"

Allah said,

"By no means canst thou see Me (direct);
But look upon the mount;

If it abide in its place, then

shalt thou see Me"

When his Lord manifested his glory on the Mount,
He made it as dust, and Moses fell down in a
swoon. When he recovered his senses, he said
"Glory be to Thee! To Thee I turn in
repentance..." (Quran,7:143)

Instead of knowing Allah in terms of images
and shapes, we know Him in terms of names and
attributes.They are called the Most Beautiful
Names, because they attribute to him qualities of
Goodness Perfection and Truth, even name like
the Avenger and the Afflictor refer respectively to
his just punishment and his power and wisdom.

"Allah has the Most Beautiful Names; So call Him
by them and keep away from those who blaspheme
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His Names; they shall assuredly be punished for
their misdeeds." 7:180)

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said, Allah has ninety
nine names, a hundred minus one (Bukhari,
Muslim). Here I have selected few such Beautiful
Names of Allah Subhanu-taala, for readers

to conceptualize the existence of Al-merciful
Allah. Subhanu-taala.

1. Al-wahid, theOne:

"Allah is but one God." (4:171)
"Your God is one God,
So surrender yourself to Him. (22:171)

He is the one and only God. There is no
alternative to Him, no equal, no like, no partwer,
no son and no wife; He is above all such
relationships. Allah's qualities and nature are
unique. What applies to human beings does not
apply to Him.

Allah demands worship from us, in words, in
deeds and in thoughts.

2. Al-Malik; the Soverign:

" He is Allah, There is no God
but He. He is the King.
Allah owns the universe and controls it.

(59:23)

"Blessed be He in whose hand is the kingdom;
He has power over everything. (67:1)

To Him belong kingship, majesty, power and
wealth.

"So glory be to Him,
Who has control of all things
And to Whom you shall all be recalled. (36:83)

3. Al-Aziz;TheAlmighty :
"Thy Lord is theAll-powerful,

TheAlmighty." (11:66)

"All that is in the heavens and earth magnifies
Him. He is the All-mighty, the All-wise
(59:24)

Invoking Allah by His Most Beautiful Names is an
act of worship.Abedouin once said to the prophet
Muhammad (saw).

"Teach me something to say."
The prophet (saw) replied,-say,

The prophet (saw)replied,-"Say.'There is no god
but, Allah, the One with no partner. Allah is the
Greatest by far, much praise be to Him. The Lord
of the universe be praised; there is no power and
no strength save in Allah the Almighty, the all-
wise" (Hadith, Muslim).

4. Al-Alim,The All-Knowing :
"Surely Your Lord, He is the All-creator, the
All- Knowing." (15:86)

Allah's knowledge is comprehensive. It extends
to everything seen and unseen, present and future,
near and far, existing and non-existing.

"Allah, alone has the knowledge
of the Hour of Doom;
He sends down the rain;
He knows what is in every womb;
No soul knows what it
shall earn tomorrow, and
No soul knows it what land
it shall die, Surely
Allah is All-knowing and All-aware
Sura Lugman (31:34)

"And know that Allah knows
What is in your heart;

So be fearful of Him......... (2:235)

Allah is also called Allam (much knowing)
and Alim (knower).He is also called
Mubhit (encompassing knowledge).



"Allah encompasses every thing with
His knowledge." (65:12)

It is not, as some people say, Allah is
present everywhere, here, there and even inside
the breast of man.In truth Allah is with us by
his knowledge, not by His personal self.

5. Al-Khaliq, The Creator:

"Say,' Allah is the creator
of everything, and
He is One, the Omnipotent".(13:16)

He is the Guardian over everything;
to him belongs the keys of heaven and the earth."
(39:62-63)

We should observe the wonders of creation in the
world, in order to feel the greatness of Allah
(SWT).

"Surely in the creation of heavens and earth and
in the alternation of night and day, there are signs
for men possessed of minds; who remember
Allah, Standing, sitting and lying down and
who reflects upon the creation of heavens and
earth."

(3:190-191)

The universe runs according to laws laid down by
the Creator. No one can reverse them.
Unconditional submission to the laws of Allah
is another meaning of Islam. Allah has absolute
will and the absolute power to implement it. His
will is free and nothing can hinder it.

"And if He visits you with affliction,

none can remove it but He;

and if he visits you with good,

know that He has the power over all things.
"(6:17)

"The sun and the moon run on their fixed orbits

calculated with measured out

stages for each.(for reckoning)" (55:5)
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"He has let loose the two seas (the Salt and fresh
water) meeting together."
Between them is a barrier which none of them

can transgress (55:19;20)
6. Al-Batin, The Hidden:

"He is the first and the last,

the Evident and the Immanent." (57:3)

Allah is the Immanent; His Self and Reality
are utterly unknown to us.The utmost knowledge
we have of Allah (SWT) is the realization of the
impossibility of visualizing Him.

"He alone knows what is hidden and He
does not disclose His secrets to any one".

(72:26)
Allah comprehends all aspects of matter, the
outward, al-Zahir and the inward, al Batin.

7. Al-Nur, The Light:

"Allah is the Lights of the Heavens
and the Earth" (24:35)

Allah is the ultimate, Manifest Light, not
kindled from other light. Physical light is in no
sense similar to His. His Light in this world is his
true religion: the Oneness of Allah (SWT).

"They desire to extinguish with their mouth,
the Light of Allah, but Allah will perfect His Light,
though the unbelievers dislike it." (71:8)

"Allah put light in my heart, soul, in my sight and
grant me great light" (Al-Bukhari)

8. Al Ghani, The Self Sufficient:

"Indeed, Allah does not need you,
but you need Him," (47:38)
"Surely Allah is Self-sufficient,

And needs no mans help".(29:6)
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Allah is free of need, He is independent of all his
creation. He owns everything and everybody;
while people own nothing except what He allows
them to have...

9.Al-Hakim,The Wise:
"Surely Allah is Omniseient and All-wise" (9:28)

Wisdom, the pure essence of Knowledge, is
all Allah's; His design in nature and life are
impeccable, perfect and absolutely accurate. His
revelation is full of light. His creation is immaculate
and in proportion.

10.Al-Hakam, The Judge:

"His is the Judgement and to Him

you shall all return" (28:88)

Allah is the judge whose judgment is implemented

and cannot be nullified.

"Allah Judges; none can reverse His judgement;
He is swift in His reckoning." (13:41)

What passes unsettled in this world will be
Justly dealt with on the Day of Judgment.

11.Al-Muntaqim, The Avenger:
"We shall take vengeance upon the sinners"(33:22)

"So when they angered Us, we took
vengeance on them, and We drowned them all
together." (43:55)

12.Al-Baith, The Resurrector:

The Sender:"Allah shall raise up whoever
is with in the tombs". (22:7)

Our present form of Life ends, yet death is
but a phase after which Allah, the Resurrector,
raises us and bring us to life again. Belief in the
next life is crucial to our faith: what goes
unpunished or unrewarded in this world will then
be justly dealt with on the Day of Judgment.

13.Al-Hayy,
Eternal:

the Living: Al-Qayyum, the

"All that dwells upon the earth is doomed to die.
But the Face of your Lord, Majestic and Splendid
will abide forever.".(55:27)

"He is the Living one". (40:65)

Allah is the living one whose Life is perfect; He
is not subject to death or sickness, and is not
dependent on any circumstances. The perfect life
comprises all attributes of perfection.

"There is no god but He
the Living, the Eternal." (3:2), (2:255)

Al-Qayyum is one of the greater names, that
cover a host of meanings. Allah is the Eternal:
the One without beginning or end, Absolute,
not limited by time or place or circumstance.

"Slumber doesnot seize Him
and neither does Sleep."(2:255)

Al- Qayyum is the One who exist by Himself,
who is selfsubsisting. He is also the One who
keeps us and maintain the universe and all forms
of life in it...®

Ph. No. : 9435394228

Lastly I pray to Al-mighty, Al-merciful Allah (SWT) to have mercy on me for any mistake and error in
compiling this writeup on the subject, the concept of our Lord ALLAH . Readers are requested to go in to
the English translation of the meaning and commentary of Holy Qur'an to realize the existence of One Allah

and His power. The Noble Qur'an -AMiracle from Allah (SWT) is the Greatest
Blessing of Allah (SWT) to mankind.
"The Best of you is he, who
learns the Qur'an and teaches it" (Muhammad saw)




Al-Ameen

SANITATION IN THE TIME OF FLOODS

When the annual floods come, Salma
Begum puts her bed on an elevated platform and
the family cooks, eats, and sleeps on the bed.
Finding a place to answer nature's call involves
drifting in a raft until she finds a dry place, and the
polluted flood waters are the only source of drinking
water and bathing. This, at a time when India has
launched a Total Sanitation Campaign that aims to
eradicate open defecation by the end of 2010.

Salma Begum is a frail woman who lives in
Kurukani village near Napaam on the banks of the
JiaBhoroliriver in Assam's Sonitpur district. A widow
with two daughters, she works as a maid in several
houses to make ends meet. Like all the other
villagers, she dreads the floods which wreck havoc
for at least three months every year.

Salma puts her wooden bed on an
elevated platform, ready to perch on it to eat, cook
and sleep when the floods come. Every drop of
drinking water will have to be stored, as the
floodwaters drown the well in their compound which
is their only source of water. Often, Salma's
belongings are swept away.

The floods also bring back ugly memories
of how, five years ago, Salma was displaced from

Teresa Rehman

her land that was completely inundated by water
from the swollen Brahmaputra.

But there's one thing Salma dreads above
all: the floods make defecation problematic,
especially for women.

On an average day, Salma's village looks
clean and pleasant. Every house has a makeshift
toilet, however small the landholding. "We are very
careful not to defecate out in the open. It's
considered a matter of shame," Salma explains. But
things change drastically during the monsoons when
the village and the surrounding areas are submerged
in the waters of the JiaBhoroli.

Salma explains how they have to keep a
makeshift raft made out of banana stems ready
before the onset of the monsoons. The raft is the
only means the women have to search for a dry spot
on which to defecate. Salma's predicament becomes
worse at night as she is a widow. She cannot take
a man with her to row the raft. She has to row it
herself, which is scary. So, when she has to go, she
takes a small lamp and sets out on the raft to look
for a suitable dry spot.

Salma recalls with horror how once a leech
attached itself to her buttocks. She discovered it
much later when she saw that her sari was stained
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with blood. She shudders as she narrates the story
of how her eight-year-old niece had to be
hospitalised when a leech entered her body through
her private parts as she was defecating in the open.

Defecation becomes more of an ordeal for
the elderly and the sick. Salma recounts the misery
her aged mother had to go through when she
suffered from diarrhoea during the annual floods last
year. Besides having to cook, eat and sleep on top
of the bed, they had to take care of the old woman
who needed to defecate at frequent intervals. They
had to make do with a polythene bag that had to be
cleared every time she defecated as it was impossible
to take the frail lady by rickety raft to a dry place so
frequently. The polythene bag had to be emptied into
the floodwaters itself.

Elderly women often hurt themselves when
they venture out on the raft to defecate.
JamilaKhatun of Singlitoli village in Napaam, in the
same district, walks with a limp. She injured her leg
while trying to wade through water in search of an
appropriate spot to defecate. As for urinating, they
do it in the water itself. "How long can you restrain
the call of nature? The men and children of course
ease themselves wherever they can. We women
have to restrain ourselves as we have a sense of
shame," says Jamila. The women are compelled to
bathe in the same water.

"Sometimes we have to seek permission
from the owners of a dry patch in order to defecate.
Most often we have to do it discreetly, on other
people's land, as it becomes difficult to control
oneself. Sometimes, during the floods, we starve
ourselves so that we do not need to defecate," she

adds.

During the dry season too, Salma and her
21-member joint family have to make do with the

kuchcha toilet (a pit with a bamboo frame on top of
it) in their backyard that fills up every two to three
months. They then have to dig another spot nearby
and keep repeating the process in an area dedicated
for this purpose on their small landholding of one-
and-a-half katha. People with small landholdings find
it more difficult as they do not have enough place to
keep digging new holes. And the area is not used for
any other purpose, like a kitchen garden, as they
cannot bear the thought of growing vegetables in the
same spot.

Salma's family now has a low-cost toilet as
part of the Total Sanitation Campaign (TSC)
spearheaded by the Assam Public Health Engineering
Department (APHED) which has been the nodal
agency for rural water supply and sanitation in the
state since 1999.

The Total Sanitation Campaign is a
comprehensive programme to ensure sanitation
facilities in rural areas, with the broader aim of wiping
out the practice of open defecation.

The Total Sanitation Campaign was initiated
in 1999 when the central rural sanitation programme
was restructured making it demand-driven and
people-centred. It follows the principle of "low to no
subsidy", where a nominal subsidy in the form of
incentive is given to rural poor households to
construct a toilet. The key intervention areas are
individual household latrines (IHHL), school
sanitation and hygiene education (SSHE), community
sanitary complexes, anganwadi toilets supported by
rural sanitary marts and production centres.

But Salma knows that things will not alter
much during the floods as the toilet too will be
inundated. Furthermore, the pit in the low-cost toilet
has already filled up and Salma has no clue what to
do with it. She thinks that it could have been deeper,
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but there are reports that deeper pits could cause
faecal contamination of sub-surface water sources.
"We will have to go back to our old and familiar
kuchcha toilet. They should have taken into
consideration the annual floods while giving us the
low-cost toilet," she says.

For adolescent girls and women who are
menstruating during the floods, things are much
worse. The tattered clothes they use as pads, known
as nuara or chua, are often dried inside the house or
underneath other clothes to save embarrassment.
These women usually wait for late evening or early
morning to answer the call of nature.

Septuagenarian SulukjanKhatun from
Tupamari village in Assam's Kamrup district has
been going through the same ritual every year from
the day she got married at the age of 12. She carries
a lamp and a stick in each hand to get to a spot to
defecate. As they are forced to drink the same
contaminated water, Sulukjan was once seriously ill
with diarrhoea. She became almost unconscious and
had to be rushed to the doctor in a boat. Her eight-
year-old granddaughter was not so fortunate; she
succumbed to diarrhoea after three days.

Some tribes in Assam build houses on stilts
to combat the raging floodwaters, and have a space
in their elevated house where they can defecate. The
droppings fall to the ground or into the water below
and are swept away. Those who can afford it use a
country boat to ferry them to dry places in search of
food and livelihood; those who don't make do with
makeshift rafts.

Recurrent floods have led to displacement
and pauperisation of communities. Government relief
camps provide food and clothes, etc, that help
people survive fairly long periods of flooding.

APHED undertakes a slew of flood-related
activities. They include disseminating leaflets on the

do's and don'ts to be followed during a flood,
distributing chemical packets (alum, bleaching
powder, and lime) for water purification by
households, disinfecting spot sources, installing spot
sources at relief camps, raising hand pumps,
repairing and restoring piped water supply and spot
sources affected by floods.

In a bid to lessen people's exposure to
disease, and provide a hygienic environment, the
rural sanitation programme aims to promote
'environmental sanitation' as a package. It seeks to
adopt measures to break the cycle of disease
through improved management of human, animal and
domestic waste. An official of APHED says: "This
includes sterile management of human and animal
excreta, safe disposal of waste water and storm
water, safe disposal of garbage, safe handling of
drinking water, domestic and food hygiene, personal
hygiene including promotion of handwashing and the
surroundings."

APHED has been involved in promoting
participatory sanitation programmes as self-help
programmes, without any subsidy, with Unicef
support since 1993. Social marketing is adopted as
a key promotion strategy. Promoting sanitation as a
package and developing alternative delivery
mechanisms were initially piloted through a Unicef-
supported 'intensive sanitation project in Kamrup
district', in Assam. Capitalising on the lessons learnt
from pilot initiatives, the strategy has been replicated
in more and more districts; because of its acceptance
it has spread to 16 of Assam's 23 districts.

The government may be all geared to
eradicate the practice of open defecation by 2010.
But as long as annual floods continue to inundate
villages for weeks at a time, women like Salma
Begum will be forced to carry on the practice. The
Indian government's total sanitation programme has
yet to impact women like her. ®
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IMDAD ALI-THE COUNTRY ISYET TO SEE ANOTHER SUPER COP LIKE HIM

HT Sangliana, Police Chief Commissioner of
DGP,
Karnataka, both from Mizoram brought good name

Bangalore and Lalrokhuma Pachau,
to the North East. Sangliana became so popular on

account of his efficiency as a police officer that

subsequently the people of Bengaluru elected him
their representative
in the Parliament. All
this happened in
recent years. But
there was another
police officer from
Assam, who served
the department both
before and after
independence  of
India, in such an
impressive manner
that a parallel of his

Imdad Ali

is yet to be found.

Imdad Ali became the Inspector General of
Police, Assam in 1962, the crucial year when India
had faced an aggression from China. Imdad Ali
(born 1913) was the second son of Aimana Khatun
and Khanbahadur Keramat Ali of Balibat area of

Nurul Islam Laskar

Jorhat. Interestingly, Keramat Ali was a freedom
fighter, a member of the Assam Legislative Council
(1927-37), Member of Assam Legislative Assembly
(1937-46) and Member of the Assam Council of
States (1947-49).

Imdad Ali did his primary education in
Jorhat Moktab School and thereafter passed his
Matriculation with good marks from Jorhat
Government High School in 1932. After acquiring a
Bachelors Degree in Arts from Presidency College,
Calcutta in 1936, he got selected as an officer in
Imperial Police Service in 1937. He is believed to
be the first and last Assamese to be inducted in

Imperial Police Service.

The Second World War was knocking at
the door and the frontier areas were in a volatile
state. The Government needed able hands to tackle
the situation in those areas. Within seven months of
his joining the police service, Ali was deputed to
Sadiya as an Assistant Political Officer and was
promoted to the post of Political Officer within a
short time. During this period, he supervised the
evacuation of Indian refugees from Burma who

returned home on account of the War. During the



years 1942-45, he was also actively associated with
works pertaining to the construction of the famous
Stillwell Road. Sometime during this tenure when
Imdad Ali was also in charge of the Balipara Tract
under the North East Frontier Agency (NEFA),
Archibald Wavell, Governor General of India, came
to visit the frontiers. Ali hosted him as his personal
guest at Charduar Assam.

During 1946-47, at the time of division of
assets and personnel between the two nations,
Pakistan had incorporated Ali's name in their list of
Police Officers without consulting him. Assam Chief
Minister GopinathBordoloi had to exert his weight to
ensure that this did not materialise. Bordoloi had
immense faith in Ali's loyalty and integrity and the
latter lived to the expectations of the former.

In 1947, the year of India's independence,
Ali was appointed the Commissioner of Naga Hills
with the honour of being the first Indian to hold this
post. In 1949, he reverted to his parent department,
the Assam Police, and was elevated to the post of
IGP Assam in 1962. In those days, IGP was the
seniormost position in the State Police and post of
DGP was unknown. Assam was undivided,
stretching from Naga Hills to Lushai Hills on one
plain, and from Sadiya to the Khasi and Garo Hills
on the other.

In 1964, he was deputed to the Home
Ministry in Delhi and thereafter posted as the IGP of
Gujarat in 1965. Once again, he became the first
Assamese Police Officer to hold charge of IGP in
any state outside Assam. During the first year of his
posting in Gujarat, the Indo-Pak War of 1965 broke
out. The Pakistani forces were planning for a mass
infiltration bid in the Rann of Kutch region of
Gujarat. On account of his experience of border
management in the North East, Ali was able to
gather advance information of this bid by Pakistan
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and thwarted it successfully. He was decorated by
the Government for this superb deed of his.

Furthermore, during his four and a half
years' tenure in Gujarat, the State remained free from
any communal strife. This speaks for his able
handling of law and order in the State. In his own
words, "The best way to control a communal riot is
not to allow it to happen in the first place. There is
no use fighting a communal riot after it has
occurred."

In 1969, he returned to Delhi and was
asked to take over as the first ever Director General
of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF). In those
days, the police and intelligence services all together
had four DGs, one each for RAW, CBI, BSF and
last to the list, CRPF. On taking over charge, he got
busy giving a pan-Indian look to the CRPF and at
his initiative a central complex of the Force was
established in Jharoda Kalan, New Delhi and steps
initiated for establishing 12 new Group Centres of
CRPF across the country. It is only due to his
personal interest and initiative, one Group Centre
was established at Amerigog, on the outskirts of
Assam State Capital, Guwahati.

He brought in revolutionary changes in the
functioning of CRPF and put in operation vehicles
that could travel long distances at high speed thereby
enabling the force to reach their place of deployment
without much loss of time. Ali played a pivotal role
from Delhi in controlling the Naxalite menace that
had engulfed West Bengal during that period.

Contemporaries of Imdad Ali often spoke
about his love for the uniform which he cherished to
wear for all formal and informal occasions. In his
personal life, he was absolutely impartial, honest, and
incorruptible. He never took personal security
guards. When asked about this, his reply was, "My
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men who work in the field are exposed to all
elements and dangers. They are not provided with
security guards. Why should I have one?" Contrast
this with the attitude of senior police officers today!

After his retirement from service, Ali
wanted to return to Assam but his close friends and
fellow officers asked him to stay back in Delhi as
they had information about a new assignment for him
that wasabout to materialise. Ali was appointed
Indian Ambassador to Yemen, becoming the first
Assamese and the first Indian Police Officer to
become India's Ambassador to a foreign country.

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi had a special
liking for Imdad Ali for his proven track record as an
honest and efficient administrator and police officer.
In the seventies, Yemen was considered as the
"'Window to the Gulf Region' where USA, USSR,
and other super powers were trying to get a
foothold. India needed an official who could take
care of India's interests there and keep the
government at home abreast of all developments. Ali
fitted the bill to the full.

On his return from Yemen, Ali was given
two assignments in Assam in 1979, first to head a
Jails Reforms Commission and then the Police
Services Reforms Commission. During this period,
he was also made a member of the Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC). He was honoured
with the President's Police Medal as well as Fire
Services Medal for his meritorious service. He was
the first police officer to be made an Aide de Camp
(ADC) to the President of India. In his youth, Ali
was a popular actor and sportsperson. He was
married to Sayeeda, daughter of Sir Md Saadulla,
who was the Prime Minister of Assam for five years
during 1937-45. Of Imdad Ali's two sons, Abu Ali
is a banker in United Kingdom and Ifzal Ali served
as the Chief Economist at Asian Development Bank,

Manila (1984-2008). Ifzal happens to be the first
Assamese and youngest faculty to teach at 1IM
Ahmedabad (1977-84).

Indira Miri, who left an indelible mark on
the education sector of Assam during the days
immediately after Independence, did mention
generously about Imdad Ali in her autobiographical
book 'Moi aru NEFA.' Imdad Ali was the Political
Officer of Lohit tract when Indira Miri had first
reported for duty in NEFA (now Arunachal
Pradesh).
Guwahati, speaking about Imdad Ali stated, "He was
in Guwahati after his retirement and would drop into
my outlet 'Cottage dairy' to buy his supplies. He was
my dad's senior and we would chat about the good

AneetaDutta, a social worker from

old days. An officer and a gentleman he was in the
true sense of the term. Surprisingly once I bumped
into Suhashini Ali (film director Muzaftfar Ali's wife)
at the Delhi Airport and she enquired about an
officer from the police. I think she was talking about
him as the superlative descriptions fitted him
perfectly."Imdad Ali died in 1994 while residing with
his second son Ifzal in Manila. After his death, his
family members and well wishers set up the 'Imdad
Ali Memorial Trust' in Jorhat for the spread of
education in his home district. Ever since then, the
Trust has been offering scholarships to meritorious
and needy students of the area. Needless to say, it
will take ages for Assam to have another officer with
the calibre and mettle of Imdad Ali. But his life and
achievements would nevertheless continue to
motivate the future generations. ¢
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SUCCESS AGAINST ALL ODDS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION-A FEW CASE STUDIES.

Normally we find that poverty is cited as
one of the main factors for educational
backwardness of Muslims. Though it is one of the
major factors, this does not always act as an
absolute barrier against education. We have found in
spite of abject poverty number of students have
progressed in life by sheer determination and some

help from socially responsible persons.

Here are some such stories of poor Muslim
students who defied the odds to obtain higher
education. To guard their privacy the names and
addresses are withheld.

The first story is of a boy for whom the
day when lentil is cooked in their household it was
like Eid day feast. Such was their economic
condition.

He was born in 1994 in a remote village in
Lower Assam. When he was studying in class V his
father who was the only earning member of the
family with a small business was afflicted with some
disease from which he did not fully recover. This
brought in quite a lot of hardship to the boy's family.
His matriculate elder brother took menial jobs and
his mother started working in various households as
domestic help to support the family.

While studying in the Middle English school
he did some small business with a Pan Shop before

Abu Musahid.

and after school hours to earn a few rupees.This did
not leave him much time for study; still he stood first
in all his class examinations. Since he had a religious
bent of mind he completed Hifj of Quran in two
years. After that he continued his general studies.
Part of his school expenses he earned by working as
Imam in local Masjids. He could not afford any
special coaching for lack of funds.

Studying like this he secured the first

position among the successful candidates in the
Assam High Madrassa final examination in 2011.

In 2013 Higher
Examination he missed a position among the top ten

Secondary  Final

for just two marks.

At present he is a student pursuing graduate
studies in Arabic in Cotton College, Guwahati.

The second story is from another boy. He
is also from Lower Assam.

He also belongs to a poor family. His father
used to earn a living as a vegetable vendor. But due
to old age he cannot do that anymore. Now a days
he sells milk in the neighbourhood from a few cows
that he has. His elder brother earns a meager income
with a Rickshaw. Inspite of these difficulties he
passed in the first division in the High School Leaving

NED
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Examination. He is the first boy to secure first
division after thirty years of the establishment of the
institution where he studied. He had to sell his
computer which he received as Anandaram Barua
Award to get admission to study in the Higher
Secondary level.

He completed his Higher Secondary
Studies in Science and secured first division in the
Final Examination.

At present he is studying Engineering in a
local college in Meghalaya.

This is a story of a girl student. She is from
Upper Assam.

She is a poor student from a village and
with little financial help she passed B.Sc. After that
she started coaching the local students and now has
a flourishing coaching centre in her village.

This story is of a girl student whose father
works in clothing shop and earns a few thousand
rupees a month. She is from Upper Assam. She is
a meritorious student. She wanted to study
Engineering but her family could not support her
expenses. She took a bank loan and with some
financial help from some individuals she has
completed her Engineering study and now she is
gainfully employed.

This is a story of a boy from Bhakatpara,
Darrang. He lost his father at a very young age. His
widowed mother supported his study somehow.
Occasionally the boy is to work as a day labourer
to earn money to supplement the cost for his
studies. He passed HSLC with very high marks.

With the help of a few benevolent persons he
managed to have his Higher Secondary Education.
This year he has qualified in JEE and may get
admitted to one of the NITS in Assam.

There are scores of other such stories.
These are only a few examples.

In their quest for higher education they have
received some financial help from individuals and
some local organizations in Guwahati.

These students have shown that poverty
and hardships are no deterrent in pursuit of higher
education. The common thread here is that they are
poor and in their quest for their objectives they had
received some financial help from some individuals
and private Trusts. The point [ am trying to make is
that those of us who can afford to sponsor such
students need to come forward and help the poor
students who have some merit , to the extent
possible.

There are scores of such students (boys
and girls) that we have come across who are
pursuing their higher studies working as day
labourers, as help in hotels and restaurants or doing
tuitions to lower class students. Some of them are
even homeless-victim of flood and erosion. Despite
all these odds they are trying to achieve their

objectives.

We feel we need to help these students in
whatever way we can, so that they can progress in
life.In this regard we think various NGOs have a
role to play, with clearly defined policies. Willing
individuals can help either directly or through the
NGOs. ¢

"It is our choices, that show what we tza/y aze, éa'z moze than our abilities”

- JK. Rowling
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A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE

(A mother's true story written a few years
back, when her son a Doctor in UK working as
volunteer in an organisation called Doctors World
Wide travels to disaster struck-man made or natural-
areas worldwide to help)

I sat in front of the computer trying to read
the mail but tears welled up in my eyes blurring my
vision. No, not again! First Bosnia, then Chechnya
and now Afghanistan! It was difficult enough at that
time to go through the anxiety and fear of not
knowing what might happen to him in those troubled
places where battles were fought and people died
daily. But somehow those places were easier to
accept then Afghanistan. Not Afghanistan -
especially not Kandahar, not with all the bombing
and kidnapping. We did try to dissuade him and
gave him our reasons. We asked him to be sensible
and not to throw away the opportunities that would
make him successful in life.

Why was he so determined to go there?
After all there are other places in the world to go to.
Why did he want to invite trouble? Why wasn't he
bothered about his safety and security? How could
he? How could he think of others and not think
about his own parents? His mother who brought him
into this world with so much of pain and suffering

Nazida Saleh
Dubai

and his father who spent so much to put him through
medical school to make him what he is today? Didn't
he care enough for us?

I chocked back my tears and tried to read on.

"This is an attempt to reassure you. Your
concerns are well founded and reasonable from a
practical and material sense and I would expect
nothing less from you as parents, but from a different
perspective and broader view it is more apparent
that these reasons become less relevant."

Wait a minute now. What was he trying to
say? Did he now feel that he was mature and
experienced enough to teach us what was relevant
and what was not? I dried my eyes and began to
read again.

"To put it simply I will be there if I am
meant to be there whether you or I like it or not. You
know it and so do 1. Surely you will agree that if
there is as good a reason as any, why both of you
encouraged and supported me through med school
so that I benefit the less fortunate ones?"

I sat back. He was talking sense. It was I
who was being selfish. Why should I get so worked
up? Should I be letting my motherly concern blind
me to try to understand what he longed to do?
After all he was not planning to ruin his life. Yes,
perhaps he would not live up to our worldly

NED
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expectations, be a rich and famous medical
practitioner, but surely he would bring smiles to the
faces of many others who were deprived of what we
took for granted.

"Didn't you always encourage and support
me in these minor acts of faith? If one thinks about
the fragility of life one should also recall the
instructions of the Almighty that we are obliged to
use our youth before we are old and use our wealth
before we are poor and use our knowledge before
we go senile etc. etc. for the right causes. As for
your concern about my safety and security - [ have
as much chance of skidding on ice and crashing the
car on my way to work as to come into harm's way
in some remote part of the world. We have no
control over these things."

I felt a lump in my throat. My heart felt
heavy. An incident I happened to read about
somewhere flashed through my mind. It happened in
Saudi Arabia. A construction worker survived a fall
from the fourth floor. Right onto the pavement, no
safety helmet, no belt and no safety net and yet he
survived without any broken bones. Dazed and a
little disoriented but extremely happy that Allah gave
him a second life he wanted to celebrate with his
friends. He made his way across the street to the
restaurant opposite the construction site only to be
knocked down by a speeding car and met with the
angel of death. Whatever was preordained had
come to pass.

I didn't know whether to feel sad for having
a son who didn't turn out the way we wanted him to
be or thank Allah for having a son who didn't turn
out to be what we wanted him to be. One thing I
was sure of- [ needed to reflect, reflect and ponder
about us, about life, about the less fortunate ones

and above all about our Creator, The Supreme Being
- whether we call Him Allah, God or by any other
name. But before that I sent up a small prayer-
"Please Allah, let it not be Afghanistan, anywhere,
but not Afghanistan”. I knew I was being selfish but
just couldn't help it.

How many of us remember the favours of
our Creator upon us that surround us from above
and below - indeed from every direction?

"And if you count the graces of Allah,
never could you be able to count them" (Qur'aan
chapter 14 verse 34)

Health, safety, nourishment, clothing, air,
water, - we possess all that life has to offer and yet
we remain ignorant. We are too engrossed in our
race for the material acquisitions that we have no
time to look around us for His blessings and not
even remember to thank Him. We have at our
disposal two eyes, two ears, a tongue, two hands
and two feet. Can we picture ourselves walking
without feet? Can we take it lightly that we sleep
soundly while misery hinders the sleep of many?
Should we forget that we fill ourselves with both
delicious dishes and cool water that are impossible
for so many due to sickness, disease and poverty?
We take for granted our faculties of seeing and
hearing but would we like to sell the ability to hear
and see for the weight in gold of the Mt Everest, or
our ability to speak for huge bank balances? Allah
has given us abundant favours but we tend to forget
that behind all our strength, skill and intelligence
there is the power and goodness of Allah. Shouldn't
we be thankful for today and not be anxious about
tomorrow?

An Arabic writer, 'Aaidh ibn Abdullah al-
Qarni, in his book titled 'Don't Be Sad' writes:



"Yesterday has passed with its good and
evil while tomorrow has not yet arrived. Tomorrow
is non-existent, it is from the world of the unseen, a
bridge that we do not cross until it comes. Who
knows, perhaps we might never reach the bridge, or
the bridge might collapse before we reach it, or we
may actually reach it and cross it safely."

Why not live today with its good and the
evil, the happiness and the misery and try not to
think about what we do not have but be grateful for
what we have? Why not put our trust in Allah
Almighty and pray that we can work for a better
tomorrow? We will never find in this world a perfect
situation because perfection is foreign to this life.
Why not live according to reality without always
envisioning the ideal life, one that is free from worry
and anxiety? After all Allah alone is the best
Disposer of our affairs.

o —— — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

"My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world’s most influential persons may surprise
some readers and may be questioned by others, but he was the only man in history who was
supremely successful on both the religious and secular level."

"“Muhammad has always been standing higher than the Christianity. He does not consider god
as a human being and never makes himself equal to God. Muslims worship nothing except
God and Muhammad is his Messenger. There is no any mystery and secret in it."

The good life is one inspired by love and guided by knowledge.
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As we go along with our life, perhaps we
can try and look at life from a different perspective.
May be we can start with a prayer asking Allah to
fill our days and nights with His Light and Guidance
and with resolve to make this world a bit better in
whatever way we can.

Four months have passed by since I read
that mail.

Here I am again sitting in front of the
computer reading another mail.

"Salaams...."

" I have arrived Lumumbashi safely. The
weather is nice and the people are friendly...."

Where on earth is Lumumbashi? I pick up
the atlas. Sounds like an African name. My eyes
search for that word. Ah, here it is - in the
Democratic Republic of Congo. Al Hamdu Lillah it
is not Afghanistan! ¢

- Michael H. Hart,

- Leo Tolstoy

s  ———— — — — — — — — — — — — —

Bertrand Russell
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DO WE HAVE GOOD MORALS ?

Character formation is the most important
aspect of Islamic personality. That is why we can
see that the goal of Islam - of the concepts,
worships and teachings relating to values, attitudes,
morals and behavior is to create an Islamic
personality. The Prophet (saw) has stated the
foremost purpose of being sent down in this world
and the method of his mission in the following
words.

"l have been sent for the purpose of
perfecting good morals." Inculcating good manners
among the people and purifying them as per the
noble teachings of Islam was the ultimate
responsibility given to the Prophet (saw) and after
him the believers are to set an ideal example of
Islamic Character before the public.

The Qur'an has made it very clear that
following the footsteps of the Prophet (saw) in the
high esteemed character and morals is a vital aspect
of being an example Muslim. Allah says: "And by
the mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently and
had you been severe and harsh hearted, they would
have broken away from about you. So pass over
(their faults) ask (Allah's) forgiveness for them; and
consult them in the affair. Then when you have taken
a decision, put your trust in Allah, certainly Allah
loves those who put their trust (in Allah)" (Al-Qur'an
3:159)

So a Muslim must possess noble character
which attracts people to him. When Allah sent
Prophet (saw) Moses and Haroon to Pharaoh He
said to them: "You tell him soft words." He may

Sayyid Abul Ala Mawdudi

accept the guidance and fear Allah. It is natural that
people like those who speak gently and decently
and hate those who are harsh and hard in behavior.

The great message which has left an indelible
impression on the history was the unique personality
of Prophet (saw)Mohammad. Allah has praised him.
"And verily, you O Mohammad are on an exalted
character" (Al-Qur'an 68:4) The Prophet (saw)
practically proved how to fulfill this noble goal to his
companions. The purpose of which was nothing else
but to strengthen the moral character of people so
that the world of beauty and perfection may be
illuminated before their eyes and they may try to
achieve it consciously and with knowledge. The
Qur'an says: "verily as for those who believe and do
righteous deeds, certainly we shall not suffer to be
lost the reward of any one who do his righteous
deeds in the most perfect manner" (Al-Qur'an
18:30).

Treat others with generosity

Islamic character is divine character. It is to
treat others with the same generosity and charity as
Almighty Allah shows to man. Islam has set the
norms in this pattern by saying "If you are merciful,
forgiving and magnanimous, Allah is the forgiving, the
merciful. That is to say that we are supposed to
adopt a posture similar to Allah's in our dealings with
others. Allah forgives people their mistakes and does
not deprive them of His mercies because of their
errors. Thus magnanimity becomes the cardinal
principle of Islamic Character.
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Helpfulness and benevolence towards others

The highest standard of Islamic character
entails helpfulness and benevolence towards others.
The very existence of a believer is beneficial to
others since Islam teaches the lowest branch of
belief is removing the disturbance from the way. So
the believer passing through a way is useful to
others. His words are useful to everyone. Because
Islam has taught "whoever believe in Allah and the
life here after, let him tell good things to keep quiet."

Patience

Patience is another ingredient which makes the
believers character commendable and appreciable.
It has been taught that patience is one half of faith.
Marvelous examples of patience on various
occasions can be drawn from the life of the Prophet
(saw).

Sincerity, honesty, humility, justice, patience,
straight-forwardness, keepingpromise...

Islamic ethics and moral as stated in the Holy
Qur'an and Sunnah embrace the consideration of all
those moral excellences known to the world, such as
sincerity, honesty, humility, justice, patience, straight-
forwardness, keeping promise, charity, meekness,
politeness, forgiveness, goodness, courage, veracity,
sympathy, tolerance, decency, co-operation and
other ethical instruments and rules of conduct
recommended and upheld by Islam. A luminous
feature of Islamic system of life is that it teaches
comprehensive manners to all mankind with mercy,
sympathy and consideration.

Speak the truth

The first among the deeds which tops the list
of good manners is to speak the truth and be
steadfast in it regardless of its consequences. The
Prophet (saw) teaches: "The best of crusades is to
speak the truth before a tyrant ruler.'Speak the truth
no matter how bitter it may be.' Keep away from ill
thinking because ill thinking is the greatest
falsehood."

Avoid Jealousy, backbiting, falsehood...

By prohibiting jealousy, backbiting, falsehood,
wickedness and all other harmful things Islam
arrange the ground steady for emulating divine

principles of Islamic character which provide a
peaceful living in this world and the hereafter. The
major criterion in Islamic living is the eternal words
of The Prophet (saw) that "Actions rest on motives."

What are Good Manners?

Good Manners mean the commission of those
virtuous deeds by which human perfection is
achieved which entitles a human being, in its true
senses to be referred to as the best of creation. The
effect of adopting these manners, propounded by
Islam is that humankind receives tranquility, peace,
harmony, happiness, love, affection, justice, equality
and whatever a human being desire for a healthy and
peaceful living.

Responsibility towards Allahand responsibility
towards fellow beings

All these teachings are formed considering the
responsibility entrusted upon human beings. It is
clearly mentioned that humankind has a dual
responsibility to perform. One is in relation to himself
and his obligations to the Creator, the other one is in
relation to his external world and commitments to
the creatures and fellow beings.

The former has to express in a process of self-
development, physical, intellectual and spiritual. In
other words, man's responsibility is to invite to Allah,
so to say, exercise His right to dwell in the individual
and urge him to use properly the balance set in his
nature. The idea is in conformity with the Qur'anic
exhortation. "O you who believed if you help (the
cause of) Allah, He will help you and set your feet
firm" (Al-Qur'an 47:7).

Obligations to one's self and obligations to
society

The other responsibility lies in developing
social consciousness and in caring for the welfare of
others. The two terms may as well be styled as
"Obligations to one's self" and "obligations to
society." The two types of responsibilities are not to
be regarded as exclusive. They are merely two faces
of one and the same attitude towards life, of the
same activity proceeding from it and signify the
character of the mind one has to develop. It is this
mind which matters in determining responsibility for
every human action. ¢
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THE DAILY RACE

Every day is a race to fulfill our
responsibilities. Those basic responsibilities can
involve studying, earning a living, looking after our
family, and giving time to friends. As we are busy in
the race to complete the items on our daily checklist,
another type of recording takes place at another
level; the recording of our good and bad deeds.
While our daily routine is part of our deeds, the daily
race to accumulate good deeds breaks down the
daily routine and allows us to examine our each
action and intention.

Did we wake up for Fajr? How much
devotion was involved in our praying today? Did we
speak gently to our mother today? Did we help
anyone in anyway today? Did we overindulge in
talking, spending, eating, relaxing? Did we learn
good knowledge? Did we impart it to others? There
are innumerable ways to gain rewards and to negate
the rewards without even realizing it at times.

Imagine charting the good and bad deeds on
an average day. For the individual who is consciously
aware of their deeds, the chart would resemble
somewhat of a zigzag line. For example, my day
started off with Fajr prayer on time but said groggily
and quickly. I then visited a sick friend to make him
feel better. I met some friends and perhaps we
spoke too much about another brother. I saw a
community member struggling with her groceries
while walking home so I helped her carry her bags.
My mother reminded me of some chores I was
expected to complete and I didn't reply back to her.
I was going to the university just at Dhuhr time and
was able to join the congregation at the masjid which
was on my way.

It's a daily race to outdo the negative with the
positive. Frequently examining your actions lead to
better habits that makes one a positive, pious, caring

Zeba Hashmi

and contributing individual. While we may be
examining our own deeds, the All-Knowing is the
most Merciful and wants the best for us. A beautiful
hadith qudsi narrated by Abu Huraira is that the
Prophet (pbuh) said: Allah says: Whenever My slave
intends to do a bad deed. (I say to the deeds
recording angels): Do not record it against him until
he (actually) commits it. If he has done so, write it
down exactly as one in his record book. But if he
refrains from it for My sake, write down this as a
virtue in his favour. And when he intends to do a
good deed, but does not actually do it, write it as a
virtue for him And if he puts it into practice, write its
reward equal to, from ten to seven hundred times (in
his account). [Bukhari, Muslim, and Tirmidhi]

It has been made so easy for us to accumulate
rewards provided our intention in our obligations,
work and with others remains good. We may be
able to fool ourselves with our intentions at times but
we cannot fool our Creator. In another hadith
reported by Muslim, it is narrated that the purity of
intention is behind every deed. The hadith states that
the following three types of cases will be decided on
the Day of Judgement to enter the gates of hell; a
martyr who fought to be called a brave warrior, a
scholar who studied to gain worldly popularity, and
a rich man who gave to be recognized as generous.

Although bad intentions that haven't been
committed aren't recorded, the best of visible deeds
cannot be fulfilled without the clearest of intention.
And for those good intentions Allah bestows upon
us multiple rewards. Allah's mercy is generous. It's
human nature to err, however, if we are conscious of
God's basic commands that keep harmony and
balance with others and overall on Earth then we
can keep our records in the positive. The Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) said that Allah said: My mercy
has preceded My wrath. [Muslim] ¢
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'DISABLED', AND AMAZINGLY ABLE

My eyes can't see but I dream
My lips don't speak I want to scream
I can't move my feet but my mind is in no prison
The strength of my will second to none
To fall I will never be shy
My eyes will not leave the sky
I face my fear without a blink
I know my hope will never sink
The dark is no more a scare
I will find the light of my share
Some may say I am a sin
But I know I can win.

(Poem by AshwinKarthik, speaker at the India
Inclusion Summit, 28th & 29th November,
Bangalore, 2014)

Till just the other day, I used to think, I have
to confess, that people who are called 'disabled'
were really what the word suggests-rendered
incapable, because of a physical or mental condition,
of doing much in life. But attending the India
Inclusion Summit in Bangalore last week changed
my perception entirely. The Summit, brainchild of
V.R. Ferose, co-author of the best-selling book
Gifted: Inspiring Stories of People With Disabilities,
brought together several dozen people who are
'disabled' in different ways-mentally and physically-
who demonstrated to a spell-bound audience that
despite the immense challenges they are confronted
with, they are capable of leading fulfilling and joyful
lives. Faith in the Divine, the love of friends and
family, and sheer determination to accept reality,
rather than escape it, have made them role models
for just about everyone. And it isn't just that.
Because they know what intense suffering means,

Yoginder Sikand

these people are also working for others who are
placed in similarly difficult situations. They are, |
discovered, actually amazingly able in many ways,
able of triumphing over traumatic odds that many of
us just wouldn't be able to handle.

PreethiSrinivasan

PreethiSrinivasan from Tiruvannamalai, Tamil
Nadu, was one of the more than three dozen
speakers at the Summit. This cheerful young woman
was once a champion swimmer. At the age of 8, she
became the youngest ever player in the Tamil Nadu
women's cricket team. She studied in America,
found a place in the US students' "Who's Who' and
stood in the top 2 percentile of the US student
population. An accident, leading to spinal cord injury
(SCI), changed her life completely, paralyzing her
below the neck and forcing her into a wheelchair.
Some people said she was condemned to be a
'vegetable' for the rest of her life.

"Earlier, people used to admire me, but after
the accident they looked at me with pity," Preethi
explains. "I just couldn't take that. I had to find
myself. I had two near-death experiences, but I
faced no fear. Instead, I experienced a wonderful
peace. From that peace came purpose. I was
inspired to start working for many others like me.
There are thousands of women in India with SCI
who are told they are a burden, and that it is better
that they die. Sometimes, they have just two options:
suicide or being thrown out on the streets. I was
determined to help them."

That's how Preethi started Soulfree, a
charitable trust through which she reaches out to
fellow victims of SCI. "SCI victims don't get medical
insurance. There are no long-term rehabilitation
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centres for them. We'd like to set up a place where
people like us can live together, get an education,
earn a decent livelihood and lead a life of dignity,"
she says.

AshwinKarthik was born with cerebral palsy,
which affected all his limbs and made him
wheelchair-bound. But that didn't stop him from
becoming a computer science engineer. This winner
of the 'Best Employee with Disability Award' from
the President of India remarks, "I don't see why
people who have some or the other challenge should
be considered misfits. They need empathy, not
sympathy."

27 year-old RachitKulshreshtha was struck
with cancer at the age of five, which led to the
amputation of an arm. But he is still fired with great
enthusiasm for life. "Everyone has some issue or the
other, and if you laugh it off, half of it can be
overcome!" he explains. "Life works on the basis of
duality. Nothing can be really that bad or that good.
If you really want to do something, nothing can stop
you. It's simple thought-manifestation."

NavinGulia

NavinGulia, an ex-army officer, is confined to
a wheelchair after suffering a spinal cord injury at the
age of 22. But that hasn't diminished his passion for
adventure, including para-jumping and rock-
climbing. A decade ago, this Karamveer Chakra
winner created a world record by driving non-stop
for 55 hours to reach the world's highest motorable
mountain pass, the Marsimik La (18632 feet), in
Ladakh, a record that stands unbeaten. Gulia now
runs an organization in Gurgaon that works with
children in need.

Another great adventure enthusiast,
SanjeevGohil from Gujarat suffers from low vision in
both eyes. This started when he was doing his
graduation, forcing him to opt out in the second year.
But he still goes off on nature trips and works as an
educator in nature education camps. "Life comes
with difficulties," he says, "but there's also so much
reason for joy. I regard my low vision as a challenge,
not a disability. And so, I am able to do things that

I love even now, by making necessary adjustments.
Earlier, when I used to go rock-climbing, I used to
see the rocks. Now I can feel them. I could see
birds and identify them by their colours. Now I can
do the same thing by hearing them chirp. I can't see
a sloth-bear in the jungle now, but I can still identify
it from the sound it makes while drinking water. I've
learnt to go with the flow, and I enjoy that."

Ankit Jindal is a marketing manager with
Wipro. Being visually-challenged has not stopped
this man with an angelic face from rising high in his
career. Knowing the insides of the corporate world,
he stresses, "We need more people with physical
challenges to work in companies, but they should
have faith in themselves, work hard and not aim
low-as many of them do. Why not aim high? I'd love
to become a CEO!"

He has the effective use of just one hand but
SharathGayakwad from Bangalore is an ace
swimmer, and winner of many medals. He broke the
legendary P.T. Usha's record for most number of
medals by an Indian at any multi-discipline sports
event. "Others have to know that people like us can
do things. Everyone has talent," he insists, echoing
the Summit's logo: 'Everyone Can Do Something"

Roshan and RithvikRajan

This truly inspiring event was rounded off by a
scintillating musical performance by Roshan and
RithvikRajan, two brothers, both visually-challenged,
who work as artistes with All-India Radio,
Bangalore. The duo sang old Hindi songs that
celebrated the joy of life amidst all odds.

That amazing day of unlearning and learning-
definitely one of the best days in my almost 50
years-forced me to ask myself, "Would I have been
able to so courageously face the daunting challenges
that these people have? Aren't they, then, definitely
more able, in a major way, than I am?"

The people I met and heard that day
compelled me to realize that all of us are able as well
as disabled in different ways, and that each one of
us, no matter what condition we are in, has a unique
and equally indispensable role to play in the grand
cosmic scheme of things. ¢
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Tribute to my late father

Marhum Ataur Rahman Borbora, our father,
was second of the nine children of Marhum Raihan
Ali  Borbora and
Marhuma  Hamidun
Nisaa (Kenkeni) of Old
Balibat, Jorhat. 'Ata'
was the son of one of
the earliest converts to
Islam in  Assam,
Marhum Tileswar
Hazarika while 'aaita’
was the eldest child of
Marhum Hafazuddin

Hazarika.

Ataur Rahman

Father completed both his schooling and a
diploma programme in Automobile Engineering at his
home town. Thereafter, he went to erstwhile Calcutta
to complete an Industrial Apprenticeship with Balmer
Lawrie & Co (Pvt) Ltd. He returned to Assam and
worked for sometime at Murmuria Tea Estate near
Cinamora before joining the then Assam Oil
Company (AOC) at Digboi in 1939. He married
Saifan Nahar of Golaghat in 1941. Father was the
sole bread-earner in the family with five sons and a
daughter. Apart from his salary he had no other
source of income. The bicycle was his mode of

Rafiqur Rahman Borbora

conveyance. Unlike today, in those days the
company did not arrange conveyance for employees
even during night shifts. We still remember how
father used to cycle during cold winter nights through
undulating roads and the dark and dreary oil fields of
Digboi to the Power House for night shift duty. While
the entire town slept, father kept awake ensuring
uninterrupted power supply to the oil township! He
braved all hardships patiently, thanks to mother's
unstinted support and devotion. When he retired as
a junior executive from AOC in early 1971, he did
not have a house of his own! He had exhausted his
savings as well as drawings from the superannuation
funds to impart higher education to our three elders
during the late fifties and early sixties. Father
breathed his last on May 1, 1989 (24 Ramadan) at
Dibrugarh where he was buried

Father had to live frugally during his Digboi
days. Because of recurrent health problems, he went
under the surgeon's knife as many as five times.
Though his financial resources were meagre, he
never fought shy of helping the needy. A colleague
passed away leaving behind an illiterate wife and a
girl child. Father not only supported them with
money, whenever he could afford, but also took the
trouble of often personally taking the widow to the
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concerned authorities at Digboi and ensured the
settlement of the family pension etc. Father had
advanced a sum of Rs.1600.00 in the early sixties to
a subordinate to shore up his fledgling business at
Digboi. Once he paid a poor relative's graduate
examination fee at Dibrugarh that enabled the poor
boy to land a good job after a few months. Through
qualities of head and heart father had endeared
himself to his colleagues, friends and people at large.
Father appreciated children who excelled in studies.
During my summer vacation at Jorhat in 1960, 1 saw
a teenager coming to our deuta Marhum Dr Azizur
Rahman Borbora. He was overwhelmed by a
congratulatory telegram from father on his securing
the second rank in undivided Assam in that year's
Matriculation examination!

Father's love and labour for our education and
well-being finally paid off. He had the satisfaction of
seeing during his life time all his six children

reasonably well settled. Today, inspired by father's
vision and Allah's blessings, his grand children also
are well placed in life. But for his untiring, selfless
hard work and sacrifice, complemented by mother
and 'Dangka's stellar contributions we could not have
become what we are today. Father had a somewhat
rough exterior but deep inside him was a very soft
core with sterling human qualities. 'Always try to
help others if you can, but do not cause harm to
anyone' used to be his advice to us. Father's life
holds several important lessons on the virtues of
patience, humility, hard work, concern for the
distressed and above all, strong belief in Allah, and
gratitude for His countless bounties. I, along with the
rest of the members of family, pray to Allah to grant
peace in the Hereafter to the soul of Marhum Ataur
Rahman Borbora!

All praise is for Allah and to Him is our return!

Ameen! ¢

(The Family members of Late Ataur Rahman Barbora have instituted an annual award as
" Ataur Rahman Barbora Memorial Award for the student securing first position in AHM

examination from 2015.)

-

-

"Help each other in righteousness and piety, but do not help one another in sin and transgression."

"Do not lose hope, nor be sad. You will surely be victorious if you are true in Faith."

"The best of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you."

"O Allah!'You give power to whom You will and You take power from whom You will. You honour
whom You will and You humble whom You will. Verily! You are over all things competent."

~

The Quran 05:02

The Quran 03:139

The Quran 49:13

The Quran 03:26 /
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